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THE EXAMINATION OF POLO 
PONIES* 
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My paper is valueless as a contribution to 
veterinary science, but I hope it will be of in- 


terest to all, and of some use to those called upon 


to examine polo ponies. This paper is merely 
a record of my own experiences in the examining 
and purchasing of polo ponies in India, where 
{ had the good fortune to be buying for a really 
first-class polo team. I saw and examined all 
sorts and conditions of polo ponies over the 
greater part of Northern India, and I also bought 
them raw in Calcutta, direct from the Australian 
shippers. 

At the time of purchase, most of the “ made’ 
ponies were unsound, and some actually lame. 
Buying after the finals of the Inter-Regimental 
Tournaments, one really took very little risk. A 
pony that stood up to hard polo all through the 
season, that in all probability had been in four 
first-class tournaments under three months, then 
trotted out sound the morning after the finals— 
no mistake could be made about him in spite of 
all his shortcomings from the point of view of 
soundness. The pony that trotted up lame was 
a different proposition; one had quickly to exer- 
cise one’s judgment as to whether or not he had 
played his last chukker in first-class polo. There 
were other buyers only too ready to take the 
risk, and the team I was buying for would thus 
be losing a good pony. 

In my station there were three Cavalry Regi- 
ments, one British and two Indian. In these 
Regiments were players of international fame, 
and all the teams winners on various occasions 
of the best tournaments in India. Three times 
a week, during the cold weather, it was not un- 
common to see about 150 ponies over the different 
polo grounds. These ponies were of all types, 


‘ , 


from the high-class to the beginner’s old pony . 


that was never asked to trot on or off the ground. 
Knowing the ponies and their owners, seeing 
their play, one gained a truly valuable know- 
ledge of the degree of unsoundness in which a 
pony can be played without impairing his useful- 
ness. In my opinion, ponies that have played 
first-class polo show it. One does occasionally 
come across a clean-legged sound pony, but he 
is the exception, and a player should look on 
him with suspicion for his playing qualities. 


* Presented to the Central Veterinary Society, 
at 10, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on April 5th, 1933. 





Now I will try and give you some of the con- 
clusions to which I have come about the 
unsoundness that does or does not impair the 
value of a high-class polo pony. 


Method of Examining 

Stand away from the pony, and have a good 
look at him from the “near side”; then walk 
round behind and look at his quarters and hocks. 
Do the same on the “ off side.” If the pony has 
a good outline, so much the better, but I have 
seen some misshapen animals play good polo. 
After this, trot the pony away from you, for 
about 20 yards; turn and trot back. Note any 
lameness. In the majority of cases, if present, 
it is a definite unsoundness, and no further in- 
terest need be taken in the pony. Should he 
trot sound, saddle him up. The ideal way is to 
get a good horseman up on him; failing that, 
get up yourself and school the pony at a slow 
pace. This I consider very important, and 
should be tried on all ponies you do not know, 
or those whose play you have not seen. It will 
greatly assist you in your examination. Should 
the pony avoid any of the aids, or prefers to turn 
to one side more than the other, it is evidence of 
soreness somewhere. Look carefully for the 
‘ause in your examination. 

Starting at the pony’s head, age him, and 
examine his teeth. 

Crib Biters and Wind Suckers.—\"vidence of 
ihese should be looked for when examining the 
teeth. Both conditions are rare in polo ponies, 
but if present are an unsoundness. 

Bit Injuries or Hard Indurated Bars.—-These 
are evidence of a pulling pony, and are an un- 
soundness, especially if accompanied by wounds 
under the tongue. The slightest wound on the 
bars may be an indicatiop of a fractured jaw. 

Curb Chain Galls.—I do not attach much impor- 
tance to these, if unaccompanied by bit injuries. 
Some ponies rub very easily, but most galls are 
caused by tugging at a tired pony. 

Jugular Furrow.—lf there are any scars or 
thickening, reject the pony on sight. The pony 
probably has had an abscess following an intra- 
venous injection; he may even have had a 
jugular vein obliterated. I am not keen on a 
pony that has been treated for biliary fever with 
intravenous injections. I have never known or 
heard of one being of any service where hard 
play was demanded. 

Fore Limss.—A pony lame in the shoulder 
usually is of no use to anyone. This form of 
lameness is due to an injury to the shoulder 
joints, sustained by “ riding-off” or in collision, 
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Elbows and Forearm.—In most cases nothing 
abnormal is found here. 

Knee Joint.—-Any condition affecting this joint 
is a definite unsoundness; so are sprained 
tendons and ligaments, 

Splints.-These are little or no drawback to a 
pony. Here | may remark that I have come 
across several ponies that have trotted sound, 
but avoid turning to one side or the other, owing 
to still feeling sore from a recently-treated splint. 

Fetlocks.—There is a_ great difference of 
opinion about faulty fetlocks. One comes across 
very good ponies condemned by the _ terms 
* sesamoiditis ” and “ arthritis.” In such experi- 
ence as I have had, I have yet to see a pony 
going lame from these two loosely applied terms. 
What makes me more strongly inclined towards 
this opinion is that I did a lot of post-mortem 
work in India, and in our depot, Woolwich, and 
never once found any of these mischiefs present. 

Any pony that has played good polo has en- 
larged fetlocks. In some I examined movement 
was very limited, and others had no flexion of 
the joint at all, yet these ponies trotted sound 
and played regularly. | had no hesitation in 
buying such ponies. 

Pasterns.—lRingbone 
unsoundness. 

Foot.—Sidebones are of no importance, pro- 
viding the pony is trotting sound. 

Corns.—These should be regarded 
suspicion at all times. 

Seedy-toe.—This condition is not serious. 

A pony with a clean leg, and lame, should be 
avoided —it indicates foot trouble. I should like 
to say here that much of the lameness attributed 
to fetlocks, I have found, on post-mortem, in the 
foot. 

Girth Galls.—If present, these are not to be 
lightly passed over, if the pony is fit. I have 
met with two ponies that could not be kept from 
galling, although every known method was in- 
lelligently tried. Finally they were returned to 
the ranks, and became very good troop horses. 
There was nothing in their conformation to 
suggest a reason for galling. 

Spur Marks.—These afford evidence of one or 
two things. The pony is lazy, will not gallop, 
or perhaps will not “go in.” In other words, 
he does not like polo. One must not forget that 
sharp spurs are not allowed in playing polo, 
but are used for this type of pony. 

NEAR Hinp. Dropped Hip.—This is not serious, 
but in a high-priced pony may be a disadvan- 
tage, as he usually swings his quarters very 
badly on the turn, and so may bring another 
down, with the resulting penalty. Any pony 
lame in the hips or quarters is unsound. 

Curb and Spavin.—lIf present in a pony trot- 
ting sound, these do not affect him in any way. 

Thoropin or any Bursitis—A pony thus 
affected, especially if the gastrocnemius tendon 


in front is a_ definite 


with 
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is affected near its attachment to the os calcis, 
even though the pony is trotting sound, is not 
one to buy. 

Ringbone.—This is usually found in the near 
hind. It is often caused by a blow from a polo 
stick, and, as a rule, does not impair his playing. 

I follow the same method on the “ off side.” 

HeArRtT.—I examine before and after a gallop; 
if any abnormality is present, the pony is useless. 
IEYEs. 

The first thing to examine is whether the pony 
is blind or not, for I have seen a perfectly normal- 
looking eye, yet the animal was absolutely blind 
in it. Quite recently | saw a pony that was 
* passed” sound, and his blindness in one eye 
was not discovered until he was actually play- 
ing. This eye was also normal-looking. Such 
sases, strange to say, I have come across more 
than once. 

Cataract.—-A definite unsoundness, although | 
once advised an officer to buy a high-class pony, 
going cheap, because of a cataract that did nol 
too badly impair her vision. Twelve months 
later I saw the pony in a tournament in Lahore, 
still playing an outstanding game—her vision had 
got no worse meantime. On account of this 
‘ataract, the mare had been stopped going with 
the Indian Army Polo Team to America. 

Corneal Opacity.—Unless large enough to get 
into the line of vision, corneal opacity is not 
serious. 

Contracted Pupil.—This also is not serious. 
One often finds it in English ponies in India. 
WIND. 

Broken wind is an unsoundness. 

Gallop the pony the length of the polo ground. 
A roarer is useless. A noise made at a canter 
or figure of eight, with the pony “ bitted up,” 
is nothing to worry about: it may be due to the 
telescoping of the larynx and trachea—a condi- 
tion that has got many a good animal condemned. 
Finally, let the pony rest half-an-hour to cool 
him down after his gallop. 

If a pony’s wind and eyes are all right, he 
trots sound, and has all or some of the condi- 
tions I have mentioned as not serious, I would 
not hesitate to buy him. The high-price ponies 
that I bought lame, were, as a rule, suffering 
from sore shins, blows from polo sticks on 
the fetlock, treads and wounds. In those with 
large, swollen fetlocks and leg filled up, one had 
to be careful that these conditions were not 
due to sprained tendons or ligaments. 

Dry Mourn. 

Now I come to two conditions which are a 
very great loss to players. The first is a condition 
known as “dry mouth ”’—perhaps others know 
it under another name. Financially it is the 
most serious loss to players that I know, because 
it does not manifest itself during the training of 
the pony. It gets only noticeable when in really 
fast play. At the beginning of the game the pony 
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has a perfect mouth; as the game goes on, he 
begins to pull, until one has a pony with a dead 
mouth. This means that he and the player can 
take very little part in the game. I know of two 
ways of overcoming this drawback, but this 
matter belongs to horsemanship, so does not 
come within the scope of this paper. If the 
condition is not recognised by the player, he is 
inclined to use severe, and yet more severe, 
* bits,” until the pony’s mouth is completely 
ruined. Can any member tell me if there is any 
way in which this definite unsoundness can be 
diagnosed at the time of purchase? £500 was 
recently paid for such a pony, and the purchaser 
was unable to play her. There was no redress. 
Cystic OVARIES. 

The second condition is not as common as 
“dry mouth,” but is equally bad. It is the mare 
with small cystic ovaries, who, when in season 
will not gallop: the more you push her on with 
your legs, the slower she moves, and if she gets 
near another pony, hangs on. This is quite a 
different condition from nymphomania, the sub- 
ject of which is easily recognised. The other 
mare is usually quite good tempered, and shows 
no symptoms that would cause you to suspect 
her condition, until you ride her, when in season. 
In highly-priced ponies, in my opinion, the 
ovaries should be examined, and even then the 
cysts may not be enlarged until she is in season. 
I had such a case only a few weeks ago. 

Throughout I have been speaking of the highly- 
priced polo pony, and when examining such, | 
think it is our duty not to eliminate these last 
two conditions. 

Non-sweater.—The .“ non-sweater” is most 
difficult to discover at the time of examination, 
because ponies are usually bought in the cold 
weather. Such ponies are a dead loss for six 
months in the year. 


Discussion 


Mr. J. WILLettT said that he had had no experi- 
ence with polo ponies in India, but he had had 
a large number through his hands, and he was 
conversant with a number of the difficulties of 
which the essayist had spoken. 

There was a vast difference between the buying 
of a pony for polo by an Army veterinary sur- 
geon and the purchasing or examining of one by 
a veterinary surgeon in private practice: in the 
first case one took risks with technical points of 
conformation and soundness if the animal was 
of proved playing capacity; but in the second 
case, Where one had to advise a prospective pur- 
chaser whether or not certain defects were likely 
to interfere with the usefulness of the animal, 
ihe matter was quite otherwise. 

As the essayist had said, a lot of those ponies 
in India did no trotting on the hard: they were 
only taken to the polo ground and played. A 
number of those be had examined were seen 
on the polo ground and played, but they were 
very lame when sent for sale, and he maintained 
that such a pony must be suffering a_ certain 
degree of pain and was not in the category of 
a good polo pony. There were many ponies thal 
played only one or two chukkers a week, being 
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closeted up the rest of the time; these he would 
not, from a professional point of view, call good 
polo ponies. 

He was in disagreement with Major Stalker’s 
observation that crib-biting and wind-sucking 
constituted an unsoundness. They were certainly 
vices, and not an unsoundness, and, as a matter 
of fact, a feature of great difficulty in purchasing 
polo ponies was the variation of procedure as 
laid down in this regard in the rules of different 
reposilories. At the London Repository there was 
nothing in the rules to say that failure to disclose 
that an animal was a crib-biter or a wind-sucker 
rendered it returnable, but at other repositories 
the animal would be returnable. 

Another diflicult feature of this work in this 
connection lay in the fact that the examiner of 
polo ponies did not get the opportunity of watch- 
ing the animal in the stall, and it was pretty hard 
to be told, after a man had, on your recommen- 
dation, paid a long price for a polo pony, that 
the animal you had passed was a bad wind- 
sucker and crib-biter. 

Major C. DAVENPORT said that they had _ all 
realised, he was sure, before Major Stalker had 
gone very far, that they were listening to some- 
one who was master of his subject, and one 
speaking from a rich store of solid practical 
experience. (Hear, hear.) 

He would like to tell those of them who did 
not know it, that in the service to which they 
both belonged, Major Stalker was recognised as 
being a particularly sound judge of horses in 
general and polo ponies in particular, and also 
that his opinion on those matters was held in 
high regard by the officers of the many Regi- 
ments with which his military service’ had 
brought him into contact. (Hear, hear.) They 
must therefore regard themselves as fortunate 
indeed in having that paper from him that 
evening. (Applause.) 

Major Stalker’s experience, and his own, in the 
matter of the examination of polo ponies had, of 
necessity, been mainly confined to the East. Here 
at home they had not the same opportunities; 
they did not see anything like the same number 
of ponies and, as far as actual examinations for 
soundness were concerned, they were not at 
liberty, of course, to undertake that work. In 
India, where there were no civil practitioners 
outside the Presidency Towns, that work of 
necessity fell to them, and a very pleasant task 
it was, 

Many of Major Stalker’s stated opinions, there- 
fore, while wholly applicable to Eastern-bred 
horses and Eastern conditions, were not neces- 
sarily equally true here in England, and he sus- 
pected that many of them there that night would 
find themselves at variance with the essayist on 
sundry points. The serviceability of a pony with 
an anchylosed fetlock joint, for one thing, and 
also his generalisation that “any pony that has 
played. good polo has enlarged fetlocks,” were 
matters of which they would no doubt hear more. 

Major Stalker’s paper had dealt more particu- 
larly with the examination of ponies intended for 
use by first-class players in first-class teams. His 
(Major Davenport’s) experience had been some- 
what different, and he saw that matter through 
rather different eyes. His connection with polo 
ponies had been largely in respect of the erat 
chase of cheap ponies, with many “ifs” about 
them, by officers or officials with a_ limited 
amount of cash at hand, the ponies being re- 
quired only for what were termed “station games,” 
as distinct from first-class tournament play. He 
might also add that a considerable amount of his 
spare time in recent years had been spent in 
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keeping such ponies in play. They might well 
believe that that was a subject on which there 
was quite a lot to learn. Thus, while Major 
Stalker had been viewing ponies from the point 
of view of what unsoundnesses he would reject, 
he (the speaker) had been involved in the very 
vexed question of what unsoundnesses he would 
accept. That was rather a different proposition 
from the one that Major Stalker had placed before 
them, but one that occupied the spare time of a 
large number of members of our profession in 
the East. 

In examining polo ponies they frequently had 
brought before them ponies which had played 
polo, were still playing polo, and which were 
quite likely to go on playing polo, but as to which 
it was very doubtful whether they ought to go 
on playing polo, particularly tournament play. 
For example, where  broken-down _ tendons, 
abnormal heart action and defective vision were 
concerned, it seemed to him that very often such 
a pony was unfit to play, whether or not he was 
still capable of being played. In all such cases 
he had no hesitation in pointing out to prospec- 
tive purchasers the risk they ran, both to them- 
selves and to other players on the field. The risk, 
of course, must vary in direct relationship to the 
pace at which it was intended to play such a 
pony. He did think that was an aspect of 
the case that they should keep in mind when 
examining polo ponies for soundness. 

He desired now to make a few remarks on 
soundness, under various heads. He could not 
deal with every point mentioned by the essayist, 
and must strictly limit the further remarks that 
he was to make. 

In India, it was very often possible to obtain 
the polo history of a pony. The knowledge that 
a pony had been playing regularly to date and 
playing well, as Major Stalker rightly had pointed 
out, was invaluable. One naturally made full use 
of that knowledge in giving an opinion on a pony. 
The same help would not be so commonly forth- 
coming at home. 

He agreed absolutely with Major Stalker that in 
the East, a clean leg in a pony that had played 
any considerable amount of polo was a rarity, 
and his suggestion that a clean leg must be 
regarded as an object of suspicion was sound and 
practical advice. The further advice he had 
given them that a lame pony with a clean leg was 
generally lame in the foot, was equally sound. 

Major Stalker had said that he had seen some 
misshapen ponies play polo. He (Major Daven- 
port) could say that he had seen dozens ; indeed, 
his faith in the value of conformation where capa- 
bilities at polo were concerned, had _ been 
severely shaken, and likewise his ideas on the 
ralue of the so-called “ Polo Pony Class” in the 
average horse show, where favour largely went by 
what pleased the eye. 

He agreed with everything Major Stalker had 
said about the necessity for careful examination 
of the mouth and teeth. Personally, he always 
looked at the molar teeth. A split molar or caries 
frequently meant a bad “ doer,” particularly so 
where the condition was bi-lateral. No horses in 
the world had the teeth and feet of the English 
and Irish horse, and defective teeth, by compari- 
son, was a relatively common condition in certain 
foreign breeds of horses. In any case, if a pony 
was not to be rejected on that account, his market 
value must drop upon its detection. 

He did not agree with Major Stalker in the 
matter of biliary fever. He had known ponies 
to make a perfect recovery from the condition 
and play afterwards (after a period of con- 
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valescence, of course) as well as they ever did. 
Could not Major Stalker call to mind more than 
one racehorse of which that statement was equally 
true ? He suspected that the ponies of which 
Major Stalker spoke were not subjected to specific 
treatment in the early stages of the attack. 
Unless that was done it was nearly always the 
case that the pleura and lung tissue suffered 
changes of a permanent nature which, of course, 
rendered the pony permanently useless for sus- 
tained fast work. 

He thought the essayist might have laid more 
emphasis on the question of unsound tendons. 
To his (the speaker’s) mind, unsoundness in that 
region, more than any other form of unsoundness, 
ruled a pony out completely for polo. If the 
injured leg did not give way again, the sound leg 
often did, as a direct result of the pony taking 
an excessive proportion of strain on the sound 
limb. He had seen this happen several times, 
and he always completely rejected a pony that 
had broken down there. 

In regard to splints, he would like to ask Major 
Stalker if he had ever known a case of a large 
prominent splint on the inside of the limb causing 
interference. 

Concerning fetlocks, in India they made use of 
the term “ polo fetlock ”’—a comprehensive, if 
somewhat unscientific and indefinite, term. He 
agreed that true sesamoiditis and true arthritis 
in that region were rarely found, but on the other 
hand, any pony that had played any amount of 
polo in India showed some degree of enlargement 
of the fetlock joints. That was usually in the 
nature of thickening of all structures in the 
region, with the addition of a varying amount of 
fibrous tissue. It was nature’s method of com- 
pensating for the enormous amount of additional 
strain imposed on those joints. In advanced 
stages no free movement of the joint might be 
detectable. He had examined very high-priced 
polo ponies in which the fetlocks were almost as 
large as polo balls, and the joint apparently com- 
pletely anchylosed. Such ponies played hard 
polo regularly and played sound. Like Major 
Stalker, he attached little importance to the con- 
dition, and particularly where the deal necessi- 
tated the purchase of a serviceable pony at a low 
price. 

The last pony he owned and played in India 
had marked “ polo fetlocks.” She was always 
lame after play on the first three occasions each 
season. She always played sound the remainder 
of the season, provided he kept her in regular 
work. He kept her in play, and many other 
similar cases, by faithful adherence to the golden 
rule of cold bandages for 24 hours after every 
game. 

He would not be drawn into a discussion on 
ringbones. In polo ponies, as in other horses, 
there were ringbones and ringbones. When he 
went to India in 1927, he saw a pony playing polo 
with one of the largest ringbones he ever saw in 
his life. She was sound, and she remained 
sound and played for five years. He was then 
asked to shoot her for old age. When he boiled 
out the specimens he found that the first and 
second phalanges were completely anchylosed. 

The ringbone on the near hind, that Major 
Stalker mentioned, he had seen many times. It 
was not a true ringbone. He always ascribed it 
to an injury received early in life, through the 
practice, common in the East, of hobbling young 
horses by a rough rope secured round the 
pastern. 

Lastly, and by no means least, the eyes. The 
rules of polo forbad the playing in a tournament 
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of a pony blind of an eye, and for good and 
sufficient reasons. Frankly, he did not like blind 
eyes in polo ponies, nor did he like defective 
vision ; he considered it was asking for trouble. 
He knew many ponies that had played well 
though so afflicted ; he also knew many that did 
not, and had owned one himself. They were 
often shy on the affected side. 

To his mind, the case against defective vision 
resolved itself into this: “ ‘There is some spot in 
the field of vision of such a pony which is blank. 
One day, in fair play or foul, a pony will come 
in through that blank area and the afflicted pony, 
being unaware of the impending impact, will be 
caught unprepared to meet it.” 

The matter was less important, of course, in 
ponies that were only intended for slow-pace 
chukkers. However, he freely admitted that in a 
beginner’s pony, or in the case of the man buying 
second- class ponies for second-class work, there 
were forms of unsoundness that weighed more 
heavily with him than defective vision. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. GREENFIELD observed that too 
often a discussion on the soundness of horses 
and their examination became pedantic, perhaps 
almost too scholastic. That evening, he thought, 
Major Stalker had given them a brilliant example 


of his own personal thought and method in 
tackling that important subject. (Hear, hear.) 


He himself was able to speak of the subject 
both as a player and as an examiner of ponies— 
although perhaps that was a good many years ago 
and the feature of the paper that particularly 
appealed to him, so far as the examination of polo 
ponies was concerned, was the fact that Major 
Stalker did not lay vast stress on all the unsound- 
nesses that they had in the book. 

Personally he was of opinion that the three 
great points in the examination of polo ponies— 
probably that applied to the examination of any 
horse, but certainly to that of the polo pony— 
were (1) to have a good look at him, (2) to get a 
good horseman to ride him or, better still, to ride 
the horse oneself, and (3) to examine again after 
an hour’s rest subsequent to a gallop, or a good 
spin, when the most important unsoundnesses 
were best brought out. 

He was not in entire agreement with Major 
Stalker’s statement about the fetlocks: sesamoid- 
itis did exist, as he had found to his cost when 
he had to sell a two-hundred-guinea charger for 
what he would fetch—about £30. 

Reference had been made to tendons. Here 
again, defective tendons were technically a hope- 
less unsoundness for polo, yet his first pony in 
India cost him £6 and had tendons the size of his 
wrist; nevertheless, that pony was made for polo 
and at Poona was the fastest pony on the ground, 
also winning a £500 race. He did not think that 
pony ever went lame. 

He desired to draw attention to 





one small 


omission from the paper: no reference whatever’ 


had been made to the back of the horse, which 
he thought was vital. A polo pony must have a 
perfect back for the saddle, otherwise he was a 
trouble; there was also the point whether or not 
the animal had a slight back defect which made 
him difficult to bring up; in other words, whether 
he was “jinked-backed ” in a major or minor 
degree. 

Captain L. S. BALLs enquired if the essayist had 
ever seen polo played off the nose-band, without 
a bit: he had witnessed this in Egypt. {Major 
STALKER replied in the affirmative.] Proceeding, 


Captain Balls expressed the view that the veteri- 
nary surgeon was the worst possible person to 
examine a polo pony: 


if they were sound they 
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in his (the speaker’s) opinion, of no use. 


were, 
ga polo pony was 


(Laughter.) The secret of ridir 
to ride with your calves. 

The Hon. SECRETARY (Captain J. F. 
complimented Major Stalker on what was 
obviously a very practical paper. He desired, 
first of all, to apologise for the absence of his 
partner (Capt ain T. L. Wright), who was an ex- 
pert on the subject, but who was prevented, by 
indisposition, from attending. 

Most of the points at issue in the paper had 
been dealt with by other speakers, but he did not 
quite agree with Major Stalker’s light-hearted 
views about fetlocks. He thought that while in 
Inany cases enlarged fetlocks did no harm, they 
were quite a common cause of serious lameness. 
That brought them back to the old point that if 
one was examining a pony one usually knew his 
standard of perfor mance. One could not afford 
to take risks, however, with a young and possibly 
very expensive pony of which one knew nothing; 
it behoved one to be very careful about his fet. 


Macdonald) 


lock joints. Subcutaneous thickening was _ un- 
important, but exostoses or adhesions might be 
serious. 


He agreed with Major Stalker that one should 
always examine a pony’s heart before he was 
exercised: he had known a number of ponies 
whose heart action improved when they were 
exercised, though that was contrary to what one 
would expect. 

Colonel Rees-MocaG said that he had had the 
advantage of playing polo in India and at home, 
and of examining ponies there; therefore he was 
in a position fully to appreciate the able paper 
Major Stalker had written. 

When he was in India he found that bony 
disease practically never existed in Arabs. — As 
regarded the teeth, he did not think that teeth 
were often to blame for bad condition, though one 
always ought to examine the mouth. A veterin: iy 
officer in the Army was perpetually being asked 
to rasp horses’ teeth and give physic balls. In the 
polo pony, however, it was very important to 
examine the first upper molar, as in a pulling pony 
injury to the inside of the gums would result from 
these two teeth being too sharp. 

The essayist had not said much about spavin ; 
he (Colonel Rees-Mogg) had had a number of 
incurable cases of spavin in good ponies of — 
own, and he had had to destroy them—it w 
cruel to play them. Another serious injury bec 
strain of the check ligament, which was a most 
important structure so far as the playing of polo 
was concerned. 

Concerning wind, anyenumber of polo ponies 
were whistlers and stayed whistlers—they did not 
get any worse. It was‘not the same with the big 
horses in the Household Cavalry, which always 
got worse. 

As regards the eye, he would be very sorry to 
advise anybody not to buy a goad polo pony 
because of the existence of a small cataract. 
Blindness of one eye was, of course, quite a 
different matter. 

Major Stalker had said that he examined the 
ovaries. He (the speaker) had speyed a good 
many mares: it was exceedingly difficult to feel 
the ovary through the rectum. 

He was sorry to say that he found it very 
difficult indeed to diagnose disease of the heart, 
an experience which was shared by many other 
veterinary surgeons. 

It was fairly common for a pony to fal! down 
dead at polo from heart trouble, though there 
probably was not any clinical evidence of any 
heart trouble. 
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Major Giyn-LuLoyp said that he would like to 
congratulate Major Stalker on his most practical 
paper, and, at the same time, to draw the attention 
of the meeting to the fact that the essayist was an 
expert on that particular subject. He had had 
unrivalled opportunities in India of dealing with 
the type of polo pony that was unsound and 
recommending the prospective purchaser to buy 
it, and also of having to stay there while that pony 
was being played and to abide by the results of his 
prophecy that the animal would stand up to its 
work ; there could be no more exacting test of 
a man’s judgment. (Hear, hear.) Major Stalker 
had examined hundreds of polo ponies while he 
was in India, and he thought that in all probability 
from 70 to 90 per cent. of them were technically 
unsound, and the problem he had to deal with 
was whether or not to advise purchase. He had 
behind him years of experience, and acted with 
the confidence and success that such experience 
brought. 

The ordinary veterinary surgeon would, of 
course, immediately draw swords with the 
essayist for asserting that a pony with enlarged 
fetlocks was suitable for polo ; he would say that 
such an animal would break down, but Major 
Stalker’s experience had proved that such ponies 
did play and that they lasted. 

That aspect, that Major Stalker had brought 
out, had been particularly reliable to them as 
veterinary officers and would be, he thought, to the 
Fellows there that evening. (Hear, hear.) 

It was quite easy to examine a polo pony and 
put down a list of technical unsoundnesses, but it 
was a far more difficult thing to tell an owner 
that, in spite of those unsoundnesses, that pony 
would do the work that he required of it, i.e., to 
play polo. 

Dr. J. McCunn asked Major Stalker what was 
his method of examination of the heart, and what 
apparatus he used for the purpose. 

THE REPLY 

Major STALKER, replying to the points raised 
in the discussion, said that the observations made 
by Major Glyn-Lloyd had answered Mr. Willett; 
it was not easy to give advice and see the thing 
through, i.e, how the pony lasted that was 
technically unsound. 

In regard to crib-biting and wind-sucking, Mr. 
Willett had misunderstood him, for he did con- 
sider this a definite unsoundness ; as they knew, 
it impaired the digestion and affected the wind. 

In reply to Major Davenport, he took no notice 
of enlarged fetlocks. Major Davenport had 
evidently had a lot of trouble with crocks, but 
these did not come within the scope of that paper 
at all. He (Major Stalker) knew one pony that 
used to lie down between tournaments. (Laughter.) 

In reply to Dr. McCunn, they must examine 
ponies’ hearts both before and after exercise. He 
had the leg pulled forward and then used the 
stethoscope, and if the heart was missing a beat, or 
if there was any abnormal sound of the valves, 
he would not touch the pony. In an excitable 
pony the heart beat might be greatly accelerated, 
and time should be given for it to settle down. 

In regard to biliary fever, he had never seen a 
pony that had been affected by it to be of any use 
in a tournament. 

Concerning conformation, he did not agree 
with Major Davenport; he thought the National 
stud-bred polo pony was undoubtedly the best 
tvpe. The best polo pony in India at the present 
day was English ; the next was country-bred. 

Continuing, Major Stalker said that he knew 
one could not play a blind pony, but in the 
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examination of ponies one came across sole 
that were actually quite blind, yet which pos- 
sessed eyes that were to all appearance perfectly 
normal, and in practice that was a condition that 
was easily overlooked. 

In reply to Colonel Greenfield, one tried a pony 
to see if it was sore anywhere; if it did not turn 
properly to right or left, it was definitely sore 
somewhere. One tested the back when one had 
ridden the animal. 

He had seen the gadget for playing a pony 
without a_ bit, to which Captain Balls had 
referred. It was an Argentinian appliance, and 
was a dangerous thing in a gallop. 

He had played unnerved ponies and they went 
very well. 

Captain Macdonald had spoken about fetlocks. 
He believed the statement in his paper, that 
enlarged fetlocks did not matter in India, to be 
perfectly true. In England, however, he believed 
the player could feel them on the turn. 

In his view, teeth were more important than 
most things, because a pony with bad teeth was 
generally a bad “ doer,” and a bad “ doer” could 
not play polo. 

A pony definitely lame from spavin (again in 
reply to Colonel Rees-Mogg) was, of course, of no 
use. He did examine the ovaries per rectum ; the 
point was that one could not feel the cysts in 
ovaries unless the mare was in season. As to the 
question of playing a mare in season, if a mare 
in season would not gallop she was of no use as 
a polo pony. 

In conclusion, he had hoped to get some 
information from that discussion on the question 
of dry mouth, which was the most serious source 
of loss experienced by polo players. How was 
one going to diagnose the tendency to that con- 
dition when examining an animal for purchase ? 
He did not know, but it was a matter of really 
vital importance, and he was disappointed thal 
no one had been able to tell him of a remedy. 








MILK RECORDING AND BREED SOCIETIES 


The Central Council of Milk Recording Societies 
has decided to invite the various dairy cattle 
breed societies to appoint representatives to the 
Council. It is felt that the time has now arrived 
when there should be a closer relationship with 
the breeds on this important phase of the 
industry. 

* a a 


* * 
SHEEP WORRYING IN BANFFSHIRE 


At a recent meeting of the Banffshire County 
Public Health Committee complaints were sub- 
mitted from the police for instructions as_ to 
whether they should prosecute or not in respect 
of dogs that had been out after dark. The Chief 
Constable, on being asked whether it was really 
worth while instituting proceedings in these 
cases, stated that there was a_ considerable 
amount of sheep worrying this season, particu- 
larly along the coast, as many as seven Jambs 
having been missed in one night. He had had 
to augment his staff, with the result that for 
three weeks in succession he had had seven men 
on for the whole night endeavouring to put a 
stop to the sheep worrying. It was agreed to 
instruct proceedings in all cases. 

* * * * * 

The German Government have issued a decree 
making it illegal for butchers to slaughter animals 
except after first rendering them unconscious. 
This will make impossible the Jewish ritual 
killing, without which, meat is not Kosher and 
cannot be consumed by orthodox Jews. 














SOME REMARKS ON THE CLINICAL 
ASPECT OF CYSTS AND 
TUMOURS* 


C. FORMSTON, M.R.c.Vv.s. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE, LONDON 


It is my intention to-night to express my 
opinions on the subject of “*‘ lump formation,”’ 
or tumours involving canines, It is intended as 
a clinical contribution, without the support of 
statistics or the microscope. You may or may 
not agree with what I say. If you do not agree, 
so much the better, for then this paper will fill 
the réle for which it was intended, that is, to 
stimulate a discussion. 

The dog is more frequently affected with 
tumours of varied structure than any other 
animal with which we have to deal. Now this 
appears strange, because the dog does not live 
to a great age, and as you all know, tumours 
are usually associated with age. 

Why should the dog be subject to all varieties 
of tumour? Is it because the skin is so often 
pigmented—we all Know that pigment is associ- 
ated with tumour formation, whether benign or 
inalignant—or is it because the skin is devoid of 
the health-giving properties of sweat glands? 

From observations over a long period con- 
cerning dogs, male and female, of all ages, I 
have arrived at conclusions which I think are 
worthy of mention :— 

(1) First, it would appear that the majority 
of tumours affecting dogs are on the ventral 
aspect of the body or the limbs, and they gener- 
ally occur in areas where the skin is thinnest 
and most flexible. 

(2) Multiparity is often an indication that the 
growths are of a benign nature. 

(3) The site of the growth can influence to a 
major degree the prognosis as to whether it is 
likely to recur if removed. 

(4) Presence of certain types of tumour is 
indicative of age. 

(5) Tumours which appear to be innocent in 
the young animal often assume malignancy 
when the animal gets older. 

(6) Most tumours affecting the dog have a 
tendency to recur if, on removal, they are found 
to be adherent to skin or underlying structures. 

(7) Tumours involving the lymphatic system 
iuppear to be primary growths; at all events, as 
far as I am concerned, search for a previous 
primary has been fruitless. 

I now propose to discuss certain tumours, 
taking into consideration their positions and 
characteristics in an effort to ascertain whether 
or not they agree with the points raised. 

The commonest tumours in the bitch are those 


* Presented to the Central Veterinary Society, 
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involving the mammary gland. Probably tumour 
formation is more common in bitches which have 
hot suckled puppies. This can be explained by 
an old surgical axiom which says, * An organ 
which is not put to its full use has a tendency 
to become degenerate or diseased.’’ IL refer to 
the so-called mammary chondromata, which are 
seldom present in the young dog. i would say 
that, in the average case, the presence of such 
growths would indicate that the animal was at 
least seven years old. They often invade more 
than one gland, but cause little or no trouble. 
They seldom reach large dimensions ; are loosely 
attached and can be shelled out with ease. In 
my opinion, this type of tumour can be removed 
without fear of recurrence, There may be 
Ininute growths which are overlooked, but they 
appear to take a long time to reach any 
appreciable size. 

On the other hand, growths other’ than 
chondromata, involving Mammary tissue, are re- 
moved with hesitation, or at least a guarded 
prognosis is given, This type becomes more 
serious with age. In a young dog, if the tumours 
are small, I think they can be removed with the 
prognosis that some time, maybe years, will 
elapse before they recur, IL can recall instances 
where a mammary tumour has been removed 
from a young dog and recurrence has taken place 
after a period of 18 months. On removal of 
this second growth recurrence has taken place 
within a month, involving surrounding tissue. 
Rapid growth has ended in the destruction of 
the animal. 

It must be understood that, as far as pos- 
sible, I am only discussing skin tumours and 
concerning myself with recurrence rather than 
metastasis. In other words, if the animal lives 
for any appreciable length of time after the 
removal of a growth, even if it recurs at the 
same site, I am assuming metastasis has not 
taken place but that one has not succeeded in 
removing every vestige of the primary growth. 

Passing from the mammary region, we find 
that tumours situated ip the perineal region, or 
in the region of the buttocks, or connected with 
intermuscular septa, are invariably non-malig- 
nant and lipomatous in type. Here prognosis 
is grave, for we know that, no matter how 
careful we are with excision, the tumour is 
bound to grow again. Yet tumour formation 
around the anal rim, which is quite common 
and which, from its often ulcerated, ragged 
appearance, indicates malignancy, is a growth 
removal of which is accompanied with a fair 
measure of success, One is often suspicious of 
having left some portion of the growth behind, 
on account of its awkward situation, yet that 
which remains appears to degenerate rather 
than progress. Again, despite the situation, the 
skin wounds heal fairly readily. 

In the groin one frequently meets with 
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ulcerated growths which appear to involve the 
lymphatics. One can find no evidence of 
secondaries or other primaries in the surround- 
ing area and, as a rule, only one groin is affected. 
From experience one can say that after excision 
the growth will recur in quite a short space of 
time. The second tumour will be similar in 
appearance to the first, but no evidence of 
secondaries will be found round about. 

Another common tumour with which we have 
to deal is the melanotic type, which so often 
involves the feet. It occurs between the digits 
and appears to grow from the web. Here again, 
surgery has to be practised because of inconveni- 
ence to the dog in progression, but one can say 
definitely that it will return in course of time. 
Metastasis does not seem to occur in vital strue- 
tures. The tumour is of a benign nature, yet it 
recurs, 

A tumour which is definitely malignant is the 
osteo-sarcoma affecting the limbs, probably more 
common in Irish wolfhounds than other breeds. 
Removal, more often than not, results in a pre- 
mature post-mortem examination with secon- 
daries well in evidence. 

Earlier on I said that innocent tumours were 
often multiple. I had in mind the warty growths 
which are numerous, covering legs and trunk, in 
old dogs. Removal usually entails a busy half- 
hour with a pair of scissors and a caustic pencil. 
They rarely recur, but others make their appear- 
ance in other parts of the body. 

Another type of tumour which gives satisfac- 
tion on removal is the granuloma seen in young 
dogs (even puppies) to middle-aged animals. 
They often show themselves on the limbs and 
tail and after removal there is seldom an 
aftermath. 

I have only dealt with a few of the many 
tumours with which dogs are affected, but as 
this is only intended to be a ‘“‘ ten minute paper ”’ 
I must leave the remainder to the discussion. 

In concluding these few remarks on tumours, 
I would suggest that the chief concern of the 
clinician is not so much metastasis of malignaht 
growths but the recurrence of those which are 
supposed to be of a benign nature, 

Is veterinary surgery inadequate in the 
matter? Must we evolve some definite surgical 
technique which will ensure complete removal, 
or are we to be content with palliative measures? 

The common cysts involving the skin and 
subcutaneous structures are three—branchial, 
interdigital and sebaceous. I do not include 
here such things as synovial cysts, dermoids, 
pyaroceles, ete. 

Probably interdigital and sebaceous cysts are 
mis-named, in that they do not possess all the 
characters necessary to place them in the 
category of true cysts. 

Branchial cysts are of importance, however, 
if only on account of the trouble they cause the 
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clinician, They occur in the upper part of the 
neck, ventral to the pharynx. They owe their 
name to their origin: they are supposed to arise 
from distension by secretion of incompletely 
obliterated branchial clefts. 

They are very often called salivary cysts, 
whereas more often than not they have nothing 
to do with that mechanism. They must also be 
differentiated from any swelling interfering 
with the thyroid gland. 

Branchial cysts appear in any breed of dog 
between the ages of six months to two years, 
that is, taking an average, and probably are 
seen in Alsatians and great Danes more than 
in other breeds, 

The size of the swelling varies according to 
the length of time it has been in existence, and 
may reach that of a cocoa-nut. There is a true 
eystic lining and the contents are usually of a 
glairy mucoid nature. 

The only useful treatment is complete extir- 
pation. Aspiration is only a palliative measure 
and it is only a matter of time before the cyst 
assumes its former size. 

Surgical removal has its drawbacks in that 
dissection entails careful avoidance of vital 
structures, since these cysts may extend so 
deeply as to be adjacent to the wall of the 
pharynx. Again, there is difficulty in healing. 
This may be due to the fact that granulation 
tissue is never profuse in this area. 

If the radical operation is thought inadvisable 
the cyst can be opened and treated by injecting 
mild caustics, with the idea of destroying the 
lining membrane, This method takes along 
time and infection appears to work more 
quickly and satisfactorily than injections. 

I mention ‘* interdigital cysts ” because they 
never fail to incite an argument. To some veteri- 
nary surgeons they are a curse and to others 
they are a blessing, 

Numerous factors have been put forward as 
to cause, but there still remains much diversity 
of opinion and speculation, without anything 
satisfactory being elucidated as to the etiology. 
However, | do not intend to express an opinion 
here, but leave it to the meeting. If you read 
to-day’s Daily Mirror you will learn how they 
should be treated, one measure being to ‘‘ dose 
for worms if this has not been done recently.’’ 
Up to now I have taken the line of least resist- 
ance by opening them and after cauterising or 
curetting, allowing them to heal, The adminis- 
tration of ‘‘ graphites ” internally appears to 
charm them away and prevent their reappear- 
ance. Maybe you will disagree with this 
homeopathic measure, but often it is a case of 
« drowning man clutching at a straw. 

With regard to sebaceous cysts, I intend to 
say even less than on interdigital cysts. They 
are not so very common and, when they do 
occur, they are often in dogs with a fairly long 
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coat, The common situation is on the back, 
near the hind quarters, Occasionally they are 
found on the neck. 

They merely consist of an accumulation of 
sebaceous material due to occlusion of the duct. 
They therefore might come under the heading 
of retention cysts. The remedial measure is 
simple expression, after which they cause little 
or no trouble. 

Discussion 


Major HAMILTON Kirk was the first to respond 
to the President's invitation to Fellows to discuss 
Mr. Formston’s paper. Dealing first with cancer 
in dogs, he had found it of very common occur- 
rence, especially on the skin. It had generally 
been considered that if a true carcinoma was 
surgically removed, it would recur within about 
six months; and whilst this probably still held 
good in the majority of cases, yet he had removed 
one 18 months ago from the tip of a dog’s nose, 
and not a sign of recurrence was visible any- 
where, to-day. 

Could Mr. Formston give any reason for the 
predilection site of lipomata being so frequently 
about the shoulder region ? 

With regard to the ordinary skin tumours so 
commonly met with in dogs over four or five years 
of age, he had always regarded these as melanotic- 
fibromata or papillomata; but on a few occasions 
in recent years he had, after submitting these 
growths for histological examination, received 
reports that they were carcinomata, so that 
contrary to general opinion—these growths were 
not always benign. 

A year ago he had a collie brought in with 
lumps all over its body, the appearance given to 
the dog being as though large walnuts had been 
inserted beneath the skin. He was unacquainted 
with the condition, not having seen anything 
like it before, in spite of the fact that he was 
essentially a small-gnimal practitioner. The 
dog was, therefore, submitted to Professor 
Wooldridge, who suggested the swellings were 
sebaceous cysts. Incisions were made into each, 
their cheesy contents removed, and the lining 
membrane cauterised. He would like to ask Mr. 
Formston if he could give him any idea of the 
cause of these sebaceous cysts, especially when 
so numerous on the one animal ? 

The condition evidently was very rare indeed, 
as he had not seen a similar case before or since 
the one just described. 

Major GLyN-LLoyp, having congratulated Mr. 
Formston on his paper, referred to the fact that 
the essayist had said that he was open to sugges- 
tions, particularly as regards operative technique. 
One might suggest that, when a tumour was 
removed, possibly the adjacent lymphatic glands 
might be extirpated at the same time. He did 
not know whether Mr. Formston had any experi- 
ence to relate of that, particularly in those 
mammary tumours in the dog that he had 
— on, or whether he did that as a matter 
of routine. 

Another point that struck him was this : was 
there any indication in those cases whether 
heredity played any part—whether the mother 
was subject to the same type of tumour as that 
from which the patient was suffering ? 

In conclusion, he desired to say that he would 
like to hear something more of Mr. Formston’s 
operative technique in the removal of tumours. 

Captain R. E. BuLien said that some four 
years ago he removed an enormously enlarged 
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testicle from a sheep-dog, and sent it for examina- 
tion to Dr. Sheather, who reported that it was 
a carcinoma; the growth had not yet recurred, 
and he wondered if that was due to the fact that 
it was entirely self-contained in the testicle. 

Mr. J. W. H. Hot_mes observed that, in con- 
nection with anal tumours, Mr. Formston had 
said that, when removed, they did not ordinarily 
recur. In his experience they did quite fre- 
quently recur, but only locally ; they usually also 
healed remarkably quickly after operation. 

Mr. Formston had said that metastasis was 
‘arely met with in connection with toe tumours, 
but in his experience, metastases in the lymphatic 
glands higher up the limb were frequent. 

Granulomata, which the essayist had said 
occurred in young dogs, in his experience were 
sebaceous in origin, and soon disappeared. Mr. 
Formston had given it as his opinion that 
sebaceous cysts required opening and expressing. 
He (the speaker) thought the best treatment was 
to open and curette, or, better still, remove the 
whole thing. 

With regard to pedal cysts, he thought these 
had their origin in the hair follicles and seba- 
ceous glands in the lower surface of the foot. 
In his view, the best treatment there was was 
one that Professor Wooldridge had carried out, 
which was simply to open up and make a hole 
right through the web of the foot. 

He should like, in conclusion, to draw their 
attention to the so-called venereal granulomata. 
In 1929, they had a case in a sheep-dog, four 
years old, brought in with mulliple cutaneous 
“tumours” varying in size from that of a six- 
pence to that of a five-shilling piece. They were 
venereal granulomata, as shown by pathological 
report, involving the skin and extending into 
the subcutaneous tissue. 

That dog appeared to respond to treatment 
with injections of collosol iodine, made into the 
masses, which disappeared, but later recurred, 
and finally the dog was destroyed, when he was 
found to have these “tumours” in the skin and 
nowhere else. 

Mr. S. GourLey said that 15 months previously 
he had removed a tumour from a fox terrier dog 
five years of age, from the inter-dental space of 
the lower jaw. Seven months later he had to 
remove it again, and when it began to grow vet 
again they tried X-ray therapy. After several 
exposures of from four-and-a-half minutes’ 
duration, however, no appreciable effect on the 
tumour was observable. He would like to know 
if any Fellows had any experience of X-ray 
therapy in tumours and, if so, with what results. 

Miss Beatrice L. Lock observed that she had 
only one clinical case, in that connection, that 
might be of interest to them, and that was a 
retriever dog that had a testicular growth. After 
removal of the growth the animal died very 
suddenly, and on post-mortem they found that 
the cause of death was bowel perforation due to 
a tumour of the gut, which was carcinomatous in 
nature. 

r. ©. R. A. Powe.v said that twelve months 
ago he operated successfully on a twelve-year-old 
Scottish terrier with a testicular growth associa- 
ted, he thought, with a rupture above it. Six 
weeks afterwards the owner sent to say that the 
dog had another growth. On opening the mouth 
the speaker found a cancerous growth in_ the 
region of the pharynx, and destroyed the animal. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater enquired if Mr. Formston 
had any experience of the method of. treating 
interdigital cysts by aspiration of the fluid con- 
tents and their injection under the skin, 
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Professor JAMES MACQUEEN desired to ask two 
questions of Mr. Formston. He had referred to 
tumours in the young subject as being at first 
benign and afterwards malignant, and he should 
like him to explain that a little more fully. A 
further point was that he referred to tumours 
that involved the lymphatic system; would he 
mind telling them what tumours did not involve 
the lymphatic system; because, in his experience, 
almost every growth involved lymphatics in some 
way or other. 

Mr. R. A. WILLeET? observed that with regard to 
one question, in regard to tumour treatment, that 
had been put that afternoon, he had _ several 
friends in the medical profession who did a good 
deal of work with X-ray, and he was given to 
understand that at the present moment the idea 
of repeated exposure to X-ray was_ being 
abandoned. The rule now was give possibly two 
strong exposures to X-ray for the treatment of 
malignant growths, with probably three months’ 
interval, and that practice, he understood, had 
yielded better results. He had had two dogs 
treated in that way, and both, so far as he knew 
at present, successfully. 


THE REPLY 


Mr. C. Formston, replying to the points 
raised in discussion, said that Major Kirk wanted 
to know why lipomata occurred at the shoulder. 
He had not seen many involving the shoulder; 
usually, as he had mentioned in the paper, a more 
muscular region, such as the buttock, was 
involved, so that one might ask “ What was the 
origin of a lipoma?” That he would leave to 
the pathologists ; he was looking at the matter 
purely from a clinical point of view. 

In regard to the cause of sebaceous cysts, he 
thought he had mentioned in the paper that the 
condition was due to the occlusion of the duct of 
a gland with an accumulation of sebaceous matter, 
and a long matted coat might have something to 
do with their causation, 

The next gentleman had referred to surgical 
technique, with special reference to the extirpa- 
tion of tumours involving the mammary gland. 
In the average case of chondroma of the 
mammary gland he did not think any special 
technique was required; incision of the skin and 
application of pressure was certain to enucleate 
it, without recurrence. In any definitely 
malignant tumours one found that the surround- 
ing tissue was involved, and when they compared 
their operative procedure with that practised in 
such cases by the medical profession, they had 
always to bear in mind the size of incision in the 
dog in relation to the size of the subject. If they 
could extirpate the surrounding tissue cleanly, 
suture neatly, and be certain that the wound was 
aseptic, and if they could keep the animal 
absolutely stationary and in wholesome, clean 
surroundings, then the size of the incision would 
not matter—they should expect it to heal. But 
as far, at least, as Veterinary Surgery was con- 
cerned, it was very difficult to get extensive 
wounds to heal, and he thought that was why 
they were not so exact in removal of everything 
which they might think was associated with the 
formation of the tumour. 

He did not think one could do much more than 
enucleate the tumour as far as one could, par- 
ticularly if it were in loosely-formed connective 
tissue, except perhaps to remove all skin that 
appeared to be associated with it, and so preserve 
a small incision—or, at any rate, a small one 





after the dog, despite precautions, had removed 
the sutures. 
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In reference to one comment that had been 
made by Professor Macqueen, that the paper 
scarcely did justice to a subject of such import- 
ance and upon which he (Mr. Formston) had a 
great deal of information, he desired to say that 
he was in entire agreement with him, but he was 
asked to provide a ten-minute paper upon a sub- 
ject likely to promote discussion, and had com- 
plied with the request to the best of his ability. 
(Hear, hear.) 

He had been asked if heredity had anything 
to do with tumour formation, but he had no 
statistics either to prove or disprove that 
heredity played any part in the formation of 
tumours. 

In reply to Mr. Holmes, one could never say 
definitely that a tumour would not recur, but he 
would go so far as to say that a fair prognosis 
could be given. He thought that that should 
be kept in mind in conversation with the owner 
as to the prospect after operation, because many 
animals that had been operated upon at the Col- 
lege for tumours after operation had been refused 
by the attendant veterinary surgeon, and when 
one had been able to say that there was quite a 
possibility that the growth would not recur. 

With regard to tumours at the toe, Mr. Holmes 
had asserted that metastases occurred. Again, 
he thought, from a clinical point of view, they 
were not concerned so much with metastases, as 
he understood the word, i.e., tumours cropping 
up in other parts of the body; they were con- 
cerned with what was going to happen after the 
tumour had been removed. Probably it was a 
good thing, from the point of view of pathological 
study, that tumours did recur, otherwise the 
supply would soon be exhausted; on the other 
hand, they had their duty to the owner, and if 
they could say with certainty that a tumour was 
likely to recur, probably, instead of operating 
and thereby enhancing the likelihood of death, 
one should advise the alternative of leaving it, 
in order that the owner might enjoy the com- 
panionship of the animal for a further length 
of time. 

Mr. Holmes had said that operation, more or 
less radical, was advisable in sebaceous cyst 
cases. He (Mr. Formston) had not seen a large 
number of these cases, but so far as he was con- 
cerned, simple expression had been sufficient. 

Answering Mr. Bywater, vaccines had been 
tried at the College, with little or no success, but 
he had not applied the method of injecting fluid 
aspirated from the cyst. 

Reverting to Professor Macqueen’s remarks, 
that gentleman had mentioned his reference to a 
tumour that was originally benign and_ that 
eventually became malignant. Here again, he 
was only going on clinical evidence, and 
although he might have submitted such a primary 
tumour for pathological section clinically, on the 
other hand, since the second tumour was on the 
same site as the first and was malignant, and the 
second tumour had grown with rapidity, he 
assumed that there was some_ relationship 
between the two, and that the growth had attained 
malignancy probably on account of the weakened 
resistance of the animal. He could give no other 
clinical explanation. 

Professor Macqueen had_ said _ that most 
tumours involved the lymphatic system. Patho- 
logically that again might be so, but clinically, 
again, that did not appear. If, for instance, one 
had, as he had mentioned in the paper, a case 
of tumour in the groin, it would appear to affect 
the inguinal lymphatics; then why should not 
one get further tumours in the surrounding area 
or why should it not be bilateral ? 
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CALCULI AS A CAUSE OF COLIC 


MAJOR F. L. GOOCH, J.P., F.R.c.v.s. 
STAMFORD 





The photo of these calculi was taken not 
because of the rarity of caleuli to be found in 
the intestines of animals—more particularly 
horses—but because, in my opinion, many more 
eases of intermittent and periodic colic are 
caused by the presence of calculi than are 
actually ascribed to them, This would be proved, 
I am confident, if more post-mortem examina- 
tions were held. 














The calculus on the extreme left of the picture 
was taken from a black shire gelding, about 
nine years old. 

The history is as follows :— 

The horse had been in possession of the owner 


for over five years and had never had a day’s- 


illness ; he belonged to a haulage contractor and 
had been subject to hard work during the whole 
of that period. 

On the night (about 9.30 p.m.) of Feb- 
ruary 22nd the horse was the subject of violent 
pain, and was treated for colic. The pain sub- 
sided for several hours, but was again present 
during the morning of the 23rd and continued 
intermittently until the 24th. There was no 
action of the bowels, but on examining per 
rectum a few pieces of hard feces were with- 
drawn. On the morning of the 25th all pain 
had ceased and the animal was inclined to eat, 
but immediately any food or water was taken 
the pain returned, and continued at intervals. 

On the 26th I informed the owner that, in my 
opinion, the cause of pain was either a calculus 
or some enlargement obstructing the lumen of 
the bowel, although at no time, by rectal explora- 
tion, could anything be found. Pain continued 
at intervals until March 1st, and nothing was 
passed naturally and only a few pieces of dung 
were removed or came away with the enema. 


After March 4th very little pain was present 
until the 9th, when violent symptoms presented 
themselves—symptoms of acute peritonitis—and 
continued until about 12 p.m. on the 10th, when 
death took place. 
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I made a post-mortem on the 11th and autopsy 
revealed a rupture of the double colon about 
eight inches long, just past the sigmoid flexure. 
The largest calculus shown, weighing nearly six 
pounds, was found embedded just at the flexure. 
Why did the rupture take place beyond the 
calculus? 

The centre calculus was found in a young bay 
shire gelding, belonging to a farmer. 

I found the horse; on my arrival, suffering 
great pain, perspiring and straining as if trying 
to pass either urine or dung, 

I examined per rectum, but could find no 
obstruction, and the rectum was empty. I also 
examined the bladder through the rectum, and 
found it empty. A colic drink was administered 
and, after a time, 5 ounces of paraphyroxia, but 
the straining continued all night and the animal 
was still straining when seen next morning. <A 
further rectal examination was made, and I 
thought I felt a hard substance, in the rectum, 
which I could just touch with my fingers, An 
oleaginous enema was given several times, with- 
out any relief. I made several rectal examina- 
tions and on the second day was certain that 
some hard body was fast in the rectum, Being 
unable to get my hand to it, I tried to place a 
double parturition hook into its substance, but 
although I obtained a firm grasp, I could not 
retract it. Symptoms of peritonitis had now 
set in and, the horse being in much agony, the 
owner asked me to destroy it. This I did and 
made a post-mortem examination at once. 

Autopsy revealed the calculus firmly fixed at 
the extreme end of the rectum; the rough sur- 
face of the caleulus had penetrated the mucous 
coat and was firmly embedded in the muscular 
coat, the serous coat not being punctured. = I 
found, on removing the caleulus, that the hook 
had been firmly fixed in the * stone.” 


The ealeulus on the extreme right of the 
picture was removed post-mortem from the colon 
of a grey vanner mare that had becn worked in 
i grocer’s van. : 

The mare had had periodic attacks of colic 
for about five years, but was never ill for more 
than a few hours. She then went to her usual 
work and would often go for two or three months 
without an attack. I diagnosed ‘a calculus and 
informed the owner that sooner or later it 
would cause a complete obstruction which would 
end in death. 

The mare was well on in years and was an 
old favourite, having been with the owner from 
about four years old. The owner said that, if 
I was confident that I had a calculus to deal 
with, he would have the mare destroyed. 

During her last attack I was certain that, by 
rectal exploration, I could detect some hard 
substance; accordingly, I destroyed the mare 
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and removed the calculus from the largest 
portion of the double colon. 

Some Lessons THAT | THink MAy BE LEARNT 

1 have frequently found calculi both in the 
large and small colon, also in the rectum, and 
have many specimens found on post-mortem, I 
think one may expect them more frequently in 
millers’ horses, due in a large measure, in my 
opinion, to the sweepings of the mill (often con- 
taining nails, ete., that form a nidus for a 
calculus) being mixed with the horse’s food. 

There is never any tympany, such as one gets 
with an ordinary impaction of the colon. The 
animal has an inclination to eat immediately it 
is relieved of the pain. The pain then subsides 
far more quickly than with any other impaction. 
No inflammation is present (and therefore no 
injection of the visible mucous membranes) 
until the calculus becomes firmly fixed. Then, 
as a result, death supervenes either from peri- 
tonitis or rupture, After pain has subsided do 
not allow the animal a Jarge quantity of either 
food or drink until there is a natural action of 
the bowels and passage of freces, 


* * * * % 


AN UNUSUAL FOSTER-MOTHER 


MAJOR F. L. GOOCH, J.P., F.n.c.v.s. 
STAMFORD 


The subject of the photograph is a Lincoln 
Red heifer about two years old. Unfortunately 
a bull broke into the field where several young 
heifers were and covered some of them when 
too young. This heifer calved a good calf, and 
after bringing up two calves, the owner lost a 
ewe with a “ pair ” of lambs and had another 
with three, so put them to the heifer and she 
took to them at once. 

The lambs were in a shed and the heifer in an 
adjoining yard, and when the owner said “Come 
to your babies,’’ she immediately left the others 
and went straight to the shed. , 

The photo was taken just outside the shed. 














SOME RESULTS OF THE 
INTRAVENOUS USE OF CALCIUM 
GLUCONATE IN THE TREATMENT 

OF MILK FEVER* 


J. D. PEELE, M.R.c.v.s. 
DuRHAM 

In March, 1932, I started to use calcium 
gluconate intravenously in the treatment of 
milk fever, in consequence of my having had 
considerable trouble from sloughing when using 
it subcutaneously. 

The method employed is as follows, I dissolve 
one ounce of calcium in a gill of boiling water, 
sterilise a 50 ¢.c, syringe and large-bore needle 
by drawing boiling water into them, allow the 
solution to cool to blood heat and, having fixed 
the needle into the jugular vein, inject the solu- 
tion quite quickly, 50 @.c, at a time. On one or 
two occasions, when it has not been possible to 
get the needle into the jugular, I have injected 
the solution into the “ milk vein ” with no bad 
effects. No other sterilisation of either skin or 
instruments is carried out except the use of 
boiling water on the syringe and needle. 

I have used this method on 47 cases of milk 
fever, with the following results :— 

Thirty-eight cows recovered in from half-an- 
hour to four hours. 

Four cows recovered, relapsed and finally re- 
covered completely after a further injection. 

One cow relapsed three times and finally 
recovered completely after the fourth injection, 
to give over five gallons a day. 

Two cows recovered from milk fever, but re- 
mained paralysed, recovering the use of their 
legs in about 48 hours. 

Two cows remained paralysed and were 
finally destroyed, the cause being a fractured 
pelvis in each case. 

Two of the 88 cows, treated last March, have 
again developed milk fever this year and have 
responded to treatment as readily as they did 
the first time, 

This method appears to have several advan- 
tages over other lines of treatment. There is no 
interference with the udder, no risk of slough- 
ing, economy in the use of ealeium, and 
quickness of recovery, while no bad after effects 
are apparent, 

* * * 7 


é * 
AN EXCEPTIONAL SEQUEL 
TO METRITIS* 
J. D. PEELE, M.r.c.v.s. 
DuRHAM 
The subject was a Shorthorn cow that had, 
for the second time, calved twins. This had 


* Received through Captain W. Lyle Stewart, 
M.R.C.V.S. Record Representative for the North 
of England Division, N.V.M.A. 














occurred on the night of March 15th, and she 
was first seen at 7 p.m. on March 16th. 

The cow was in pain and breathing heavily. 
Her temperature was 105° F., and the fetal 
membranes were not visible. I removed the 
membranes, which were smelling badly, inserted 
two pessaries and gave the cow three-quarters- 
of-a-pound of mag. sulph. 

March 17th.—Temperature 1054°. Cow eat- 
ing very little, Signs of abdominal pain, Blood- 
stained diarrhea. gave nux vomica, ammon. 
carb, and gentian and inserted a pessary into 
the uterus. 

March 18th and 19th.—Temperature gradually 
reducing. Cow beginning to eat a little. Still 
some slight pain. Nux vomiea, ete., continued, 
three times a day. 

March 20th.—The cow was blown up sub- 
cutaneously along the back with gas. Tempera- 
ture 102°, Feces normal. Animal eating a little 
hay. Medicinal treatment continued. The skin 
was blown up quite tight from the tail to the 
poll, extending half-way down each side. 

March 21st.—On this date the cow was mani- 
festly easier. The swellings showed little 
change, but the animal was eating more and 
starting to chew the cud. 

The cow slowly came on to her food and the 
swellings gradually subsided, being very slight 
when the case was last seen on March 28th. 

I concluded that the condition was a form of 
gas gangrene originating from the metritis. 





MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1931-1932 

In submitting the Eighteenth Annual Report, 
the Committee of the Privy Council for Medical 
Research outlines the cost of proceedings during 
the year. <A grant-in-aid of £189,000 was pro- 
vided by Parliament for expenditure of the 
Medical Research Council on the basis of £8,500 
for administration and expenses of the Council; 
£51,500 for expenses of the National Institute 
for Medical Research at Hampstead and the 
Farm Laboratories at Mill Hill; and £79,000 
for research grants in clinical medicine to scien- 
tific workers at Universities and other centres, 
The resources of the Council, as in previous 
years, were helped out considerably by various 
public bodies, notably the Empire Marketing 
Board, the Dental Board of the United King- 
dom, the British Empire Cancer Campaign, the 
Distemper Research Council of the Field news- 
paper, the Foot-and-Mouth Disease Research 
Committee, the Trustees of the late Lord 
Leverhulme (to initiate a scheme for the study 
of malaria at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine), the Halley Stewart Trustees 
(in providing studentships), the Rockefeller 
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Foundation of New York (in endowing in per- 
petuity a Directorship in the Research Depart- 
ment of the University College Hospital), the 
Nitrate Corporation of Chile, Ltd. (for the study 
of the iodine content of foodstuffs in relation 
to the incidence of goitre). For the study of 
puerperal fever and maternal mortality the 
Rockefeller Foundation has made a grant of 
£3,000 a year for seven years in connection with 
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital at Hammersmith, 
and for the same purpose a_benefaction of 
£20,000 has been provided by the Trustees of 
the Bernhard Baron Memorial Fund for the 
building and equipment of laboratories to be 
termed the Bernhard Baron Research Labora- 
tories. There has, however, been a diminution 
of other funds hitherto available, and the 
Parliamentary grant-in-aid was reduced by £9,000 
in consequence of the financial difficulties of the 
time. 

VITAMINS.—Following on a survey of accumu- 
lated knowledge of the different vitamins, 
research work has indicated the actual chemical 
nature of more than one vitamin, and has 
allowed not only quantitative study, but a 
formal international agreement upon precise 
quantitative standards for not less than four 
of the known vitamins. 

Doc DiIstTEMPER,—Of special interest to the 
Veterinary Profession is the work of Dr. P. P. 
Laidlaw and Major G. W. Dunkin in relation 
to dog distemper, made possible through the 
Field Distemper Fund initiated by the late Sir 
Theodore Cook. It may be mentioned that the 
cost of this work, spread over ten years, has 
been approximately £55,000, of which £22,000 
was contributed from British sources at home 
and overseas, and £15,000 from the United 
States, while the rest (in the service of staff 
and in accommodation and other facilities) has 
been provided by the Council from their Parlia- 
mentary grant-in-aid. The success of their 
labours in connection with the prevention and 
initigation of dog distemper has been so much 
before the Veterinary Profession in recent years 
that it is only necessary to say that incidence of 
the disease has been reduced in large congrega- 
tions of dogs, such as fox-hound packs, to 
approximately 1°4 per cent., and mortality to 
O38 per cent., as against nearly 100 per cent. 
incidence and death-rate from 50 per cent. to 
75 per cent. in pre-inoculation days. 

Virus DIsEASES.—The important group of 
human and animal disease due to viruses con- 
tinues to occupy the attention of teams of 
members of the staff at the National Institute 
for Medical Research at Hampstead, and much 
valuable information is being collated. The 
systematic study of those separate, self-multi- 
plying particulate organisms termed Bacterio- 
phages, that grow in cultures of the visible 
bacteria, and have specific destructive effect 
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upon them, has been much in evidence, Data 
obtained strengthens the analogy between these 
infective agents and those generaliy recognised 
as typical viruses. The virus of Borna disease, 
a central nervous disease of horses and cattle, 
and that of ‘‘ louping-ill ’’ in sheep have been 
similarly studied, and methods of critical filtra- 
tion have been applied in measuring the sizes 
of infective viruses. While the virus of Borna 
disease, or of vaccinia, is within the possible 
range of visual and photographic demonstra- 
tion, that of louping-ill and the still smaller 
virus of foot-and-mouth disease fall below the 
limit of size for the formation of a microscopic 
image by any method yet available, 

CHEMISTRY OF BACTERIA,—Study has been made 
of the chemistry of bacteria, especially of 
tubercle, pneumococcus, and salmonella, and 
methods have been examined for separating the 
active substance producing the tuberculous re- 
action from crude tuberculin preparations, 

Major Dunkin has continued his work with 
johnin, and a summary of reports on its prac- 
tical application for diagnosis in the field is 
being prepared for publication. 

BIOLOGICAL STANDARDS,—In methods of bio- 
logical assay and measurement much active 
work is being pursued. Vitamin standards and 
serum standards are being arranged on an inter- 
national basis. Routine surveys are in progress 
in regard to various anti-toxins and prophy- 
lactics scheduled under the Therapeutic Sub- 
stances Act, notably the different preparations 
coming under the general title of ‘‘ Tubercle 
Vaccine.”’ 

EXTERNAL RESEARCH SCHEMES,.—Under this 
heading, and Clinical Medicine in relation there- 
to, particular note is given to the whole-time 
service of Dr. A, Stanley Griffith in his studies 
of the types of tubercle bacilli infecting man 
and animals. Of tuberculous meningitis in 
human beings he has shown that 32 per cent. 
have yielded bacilli of the bovine type. Of bone 
and joint disease, 57 per cent. of children under 
ten years, and 86 per cent. of those over ten 
years were infected with bovine bacilli. It has 
also been shown that pulmonary tuberculosis in 
human beings may sometimes be caused entirely 
by bovine bacilli, and that human strains may 
under natural conditions infect animals such as 
the calf and horse. With Professor J. B. Buxton 
and Mr. R. E. Glover further work has been 
done with B.C.G. vaccine, and it has been shown 
that the double intravenous inoculation of 
calves with B.C.G. provides a greatly increased 
resistance against virulent bovine tubercle given 
intravenously or by the mouth. The duration 
of immunity has yet to be determined. 

The Council has assisted an enquiry by the 
Hannah Dairy Research Institute into the 
eradication of tuberculosis from dairy herds in 
Ayrshire, the work being carried out by Mr. 
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L. A. Jordan, M.R.c.v.s, In the experimental 
area, completely free herds have been increased 
from four to 19 out of a total of 32 in a little 
more than two-and-a-half years. Much informa- 
tion has been gained about the sources of 
infection in individual herds, the value of the 
tuberculin test, and the efficacy of a voluntary 
eradication scheme for bovine tuberculosis, 
J. M. 


THE SHEEP BLOW-FLY PROBLEM 


A comprehensive report on all aspects of the 
sheep blow-fly problem has just been issued by 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search and the New South Wales Department 
of Agriculture, acting in conjunction. 

For some time past, both these bodies have 
been investigating different phases of the prob- 
lem, and a year or so ago they established a 
joint Committee consisting of Dr. J. A. Gilruth 
(Chairman), Dr. R. J. Tillyard, Dr. H. R. Seddon 
and Mr. W, B. Gurney with Dr. I. M. Mackerras 
as Secretary, to co-ordinate the work of the two 
bodies, and to advise generally in regard to the 
initiation of new investigations into other 
aspects of the main problem. One of the first 
actions of the Committee was to prepare the 
above-mentioned report. 

The report itself was edited by Drs. H. R. 
Seddon and R. J. Tillyard. It is written in 
simple language and comprises 136 pages of 
subject matter, together with a number of text 
figures of larva, traps, ete., a number of photo- 
graphs of interest, and a coloured frontispiece 
showing each individual species of blow-fly 
associated with strike. By reference to this 
coloured frontispiece and to the accompanying 
descriptions, it will be possible for anyone to 
determine the nature and importance of any 
blow-fly which he may capture. 

The various sections of the report deal with 
such matters as primary, secondary and tertiary 
flies, factors influencing fly abundance, the sus- 
ceptibility of individual sheep, crutching, jetting, 
swabbing, dipping, dressings, breeding to reduce 
susceptibility, fold removal operation, biological 
control, trapping, and carcass treatment, as well 
as a number of other matters of importance in 
the control of the pest. 

The publication is being issued as Pamphlet 
No. 37 of the Council and Science Bulletin No. 40 
of the Department. Copies, price 1s. 6d. post 
free, are available on application either to the 
Council (314, Albert Street, East Melbourne) or 
to the Department of Agriculture (Box 36a, 
G.P.O., Sydney). This voluminous report sum- 
marises and discusses all known methods of 
prevention and treatment of fly strike—a condi- 
tion which is probably the most serious affliction 
with which the Australian pastoralist has to 
contend, and one which in bad years costs 
Australia upwards of £4,000,000 per annum, 
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|Some Aspects of Anesthesia in Animals. Roy. 

Soc. Med. (Sect. Comp. Med.) Discussion. 

Proceedings 26, 5, Pp. 533-538. ] 

Although the contributions to this discussion 
here reproduced are limited to three, these—two 
of them in particular—will make informative 
reading for the rapidly-increasing number of 
veterinary practitioners whose interest in anes- 
thesia extends to the more recently introduced 
agents and modes. 

The subject of anesthesia in animal chest 
surgery, dealt with by Mr, O, Shaughnessy, in- 
volving as it does consideration of the relative 
merits of negative and positive pressure methods 
of avoiding the first danger of intra-thoracic 
intervention—acute pneumothorax—is still per- 
haps primarily of institutional interest, but the 
subject of nembutal narcosis in the dog and eat, 
and that of epidural anesthesia in veterinary 
practice, are of practical importance to the 
veterinarian in the field, 

Professor J. G. Wright spoke informatively of 
the former, recording experience gained with 
the use of nembutal at the Poor Out-patients’ 
Department of the Royal Veterinary College. A 
careful analysis of data concerning dosage and 
effects is given, and a striking list of indications 
(nembutal is particularly useful for operations 
about the head) precedes consideration of advan- 
tages and disadvantages attaching to its use, 
and, finally, a short account of Professor 
Wright’s experiences with this compound in 
euthanasia. . 

Mr. J. Tweedale Edwards enlarged convinc- 
ingly upon the theme that epidural anzesthesia 
is a form of spinal anzsthesia which is very 
effective in animal surgery and can be applied 
to all the common domestic animals, its chief 
field of usefulness being in bovine obstetrics. In 
dogs the indications for its use are similar to 
those in human surgery. 


W. B. 
* % mo * * 
[An Anesthesia Box for Cats. Hinz, W. 
Tierarztl. Rdsch. March Sth. No. 10. pp. 159- 
161. | 


Having regard to the difficulties of handling 
sinall animals frequently encountered in the 


Small Animal Clinic at the Veterinary High 
School, Berlin, Professor Hinz has found it 


expedient, especially with cats which resent 
strange surroundings and manipulation, to use 
a simple anzesthetisation box. 

This is a portable metal box with one side 
made of glass and having a double door at one 
end so arranged that one portion slides within 
the other. The animal is put in and the doors 
shut down. Ether, mixed with air, is forced in 


near the roof through the end opposite the 
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door, by a hand bellows. When the animal is 
completely narcotised it is partially pulled out, 
leaving its head in the box. One door, which is 
appropriately shaped, is then lowered on to the 
neck, The animal is thus kept under the anzs- 
thetic whilst the operator proceeds with the 
examination. If untoward symptoms are 
observed relief is immediately secured by pull- 
ing the animal out into the air. The author has 
found that by using ether containing atropin 
(0002 grams per 30 c.cs. of ether) the excessive 
salivation produced by ether alone is avoided. 
By this means a more rapid and complete 
examination can be made, which otherwise might 
be difficult and fraught with danger to the 
manipulator. The apparatus is also applicable 
for operative purposes, 
N. S. B. 


a * * * * 


| Purulent-fibrinous Pleurisy in Nutria and Coon. 
ZSCHOKKE, W., and SAxerR, E. Schweiz. Archiv. 
f. Tierhlk. 1932. Vol. 74, No. 12.) 


This is article II of the authors’ ‘* Observa- 
tions on Diseases of Fur Animals.” Here they 
describe the morbid anatomy of a young nutria 
and of a coon, the latter dying a week after 
the nutria and both coming from the same farm. 
The nutria was one of a litter of seven, of which 
the rest remained healthy. 

The condition found on autopsy in each 
animal (nutria and coon) was an acute purulent- 
fibrinous pleurisy unaccompanied by pneumonia 
or lesion in any other organ, A gram-positive 
diplococeus, which appeared to be the cause of 
the pleurisy, was found in each case, 

J. EK. 


* * * * * 


| Disease in Pigs due to Alterations in the Food. 
SCHINDLER. TVierdrzll. Rdsch. January 1st, 1933. 
No. 1. pp. 9-10.] 


Although it is often exceedingly difficult to 
incriminate foodstuffs as a cause of death, the 
author considers thatemany cases of sudden 
death in pigs are of dietetic origin. Fermenta- 
tion of food may occur prior to ingestion, or 
decomposition may take place to such an extent 
that serious digestive disturbances result. 

Pigs of from ten weeks may be affected, or 
those weighing ten or 11 score. Prior to death 
a stiffness in gait may be observed for a short 
time. Post-mortem shows nothing and bacterio- 
logical examination is negative. Histological 
sections alone show degeneration of heart 
muscle, 

A ease is described in detail where six healthy 
piglets, 10-12 weeks old, were purchased. Five 
to six days later one died suddenly and the 
others all exhibited stiffness. Six hours later 
another died. Food was withheld for 24 hours, 
when considerable improvement was _ noticed. 
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Then the rye-bran mash they had been having 
was replaced by buttermilk, linseed gruel and a 
little cod-liver oil and no more deaths occurred. 
In this case the food had definitely undergone 


decomposition, 
N. SB. 





Review 


| Tierheilkunde und Tierzucht, Bd. 10, Eine 

Enzyklopidie der praktischen Nutztierkunde. 

By Dr. Valentin Stang, Professor, Veterinary 

College, Berlin, and Dr. David Wirth, Pro- 

fessor, Veterinary College, Vienna. pp. iv + 

892, 368 illustrations in the text and 17 plates, 

and Subject Index to all volumes. | 

This last volume deals with subjects from 
* Triichtigkeit ” (gestation) to ‘‘ Zygote,’’ in 144 
articles of varying length, The article on Gesta- 
tion, by F,. Benesch, of Vienna, is divided into 
two parts, the first treating the subject from 
the physiological and diagnostic aspects and 
the second from the pathological aspect. 
The subject of Trichinosis is dealt with 
by OO. Sehnyder, of Ziirich, and by 0. 
Henneberg, of Vienna, Trypanosomes by P. 
Knuth, of Landsberg. The articles on Animal 
Breeding in Czechoslovakia and in Hungary 
are well illustrated with photographs of 
the various breeds of horses, cattle and sheep, 
and with maps. R. Manninger, of Budapest, 
and EK. Eber, of Leipzig, have contributed ex- 
tensive articles on Tuberculin and Tuberculosis. 
In the article on Bandages, by K. Schouppé, of 
Graz, various methods and useful apparatus are 
well illustrated by photographs and diagrams. 
Another well-illustrated article on Heredity is 
written by K. Keller, of Vienna, and a good 
bibliography is appended, Poisoning is divided 
into three parts—the first, general, by F. 
Wittmann, of Berlin; the second, which des- 
cribes poisonous plants outside Europe, by P. 
Knuth, of Landsberg: and the third, dealing 
with poisonous plants in Europe, again by F. 
Wittmann. An account of the vitamins and 
avitaminosis is given by A, Scheunert and M. 
Schieblich, of Leipzig, and the breeding of 
thoroughbreds and trotters is described by O. 
Meyer, of Graditz, and K, J. Horn, of Treuen- 
brietzen. 

With the last volume appears a subject index 
to all the volumes, which also contains an 
alphabetical list of contributors and a classified 
summary of the whole contents of the enecyclo- 
piedia. 

(The earlier yolumes have been reviewed in 
the Veterinary Record, April 16th, 1927; Jan- 
uary 28th, April 28th, and November 24th, 1928; 
June 29th, 1929; November 29th, 1930; Jan- 
uary 30th, and December 31st, 1932.) 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 

A Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 
April 7th, 19338, at 2 p.m., Professor J. B. 
Buxton, President, occupying the chair. The 
following members were in attendance: Major 
J. Abson, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Professor 
J. F, Craig, Major G. W. Dunkin, Professor S. H. 
Gaiger, Messrs. J. Holroyd, R. Hughes, Major 
H, Kirk, Mr. G. H. Livesey, Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. J. W. MelIntosh, Professor J. Macqueen, 
Captain T. M. Mitchell, Major D. S. Rabagliati, 
Dr. J. Share-Jones, Dr, A. Leslie Sheather, Mr. 
Trevor F. Spencer, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, 
Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A, W. Whitehouse, 
Mr. John Willett and Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which 
bad been circulated, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The SeEcRETARY read a_ letter, dated Janu- 
ary 18th, received from Dr. Basil West, convey- 
ing the grateful thanks of his sisters, brothers 
and himself to the President and members of 
the Council of the College for their expression 
of appreciation of his father’s services to the 
College and the profession, and for the sympathy 
extended to them in their irreparable loss. 

Notice had been received of the Nineteenth 
Annual Conference of the National Association 
for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, to be held 
at Cardiff. 

A letter had also been received from Mr. 
Trevor Spencer, dated January 26th, stating 
that he had decided not to seek re-election to 
the Council, 

The PRESIDENT: We shall all learn with the 
utmost regret of the decision arrived at by our 
friend and colleague Mr. Treyor Spencer. — 1 
still hope that this decision may not be 
irrevocable, 

Mr. TREVOR SPENCER: I should like to thank 
you, Sir, for your kind remarks, I was sorry 
to come to the decision at which T have arrived, 
but, although not the oldest member here, I fee! 
the work too much for me, and, though I fee! 
parting with my colleagues on the Council very 
much indeed, T am afraid I cannot reconsider 
my decision, 

I should like to take this opportunity to ex- 
press my deep appreciation of the kindness I 
have received from every member of the 
Council, and the pleasure IT have derived from 
my, Tam afraid, all too infrequent visits to Red 
Lion Square, So far as my attendance at meet- 
ings is coneerned, I can only say I have done 
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the best of which I am capable, I am sorry to 
part with you, because I realise that among my 
colleagues here there are a number of the finest 
men one could wish to meet. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: I also should like to 
express the hope that Mr. Trevor Spencer will 
yet find it possible to reconsider his decision. 
He is one of a type we ean ill afford to lose on 
the Council and in the profession. 

The PRESIDENT: Arising out of the correspon- 
dence, we have to decide whether or not we wish 
this Council to be represented at the forth- 
coming Congress of the National Association for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, 

The Secretary: The principal discussion at 
this Conference will be on the part played in 
the production of tuberculosis respectively by 
(1) infection, and (2) environmental conditions. 

The PRESIDENT: For the last few years I think 
we have been represented at this Conference. 

On the motion of Professor WOOLDRIDGE, 
seconded by Mr. Simpson, it was decided that 
the Council should be represented at the Con- 
ference, and on the motion of Mr. Srpson, 
seconded by Professor Craic, that the represen- 
tative should be the President or his nominee. 

The SECRETARY announced that apologies for 
absence had been received from the following: 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Mr. Coleman, 
Mr. Dodd, Mr. Dolan, Mr. Donnelly, Mr. G. H. 
Locke, Mr, Male, Mr. W. Nairn, Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Captain R. Simpson, Major Spreull 
and Colonel Dunlop Young, 

Obituary.—The ReGIsTRAR read the list of 
members whose deaths had been recorded since 
the previous Quarterly: Meeting. 

The members stood while the list was being 
read. 

Mr. Horroyp: The Obituary List which the 
Registrar has just read contains the name of 
one who was a member of this Council, Mr. 
Charles Blackhurst. Although he was a member 
only for a short time, he rendered this Council 
signal service in acting as the Local Secretary 
of the Liverpool Centre for many years, and I 
move that a vote of condolence be sent to his 
widow and family. 

The motion was adopted by the members 
standing in silence. 


Reports of Committees 


Finance and General Purposes. 


Mr. McInrosu read the following report of 
2 meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, held on April 7th, and moved that 
it be received and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

_ The Secretary reported that, acting on the 
instructions of the President, Chairman = and 
Treasurer, he had made one grant of 10s. to 
Mrs. Souch, widow of a former servant. No 
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further payment had been necessary owing to 
the death of Mrs. Souch. 

House Sus-coMMirree._The following reports 
of the House Sub-committee dated February 15th, 
1933, and April Sth, 1933, were read = and 
adopted: 

Meeting of February 15th, 1933. 

The President was appointed to the chair. 

The Secretary read the’ reference’ as 
follows: 

(a) That a Small Sub-committee be appoin- 
ted to go into the question of the accommo- 
dation, furniture, ete., in the building and to 
report. 

(b) That the Committee consist of the 
President, Chairman of Finance and General 
Purposes Committee, Treasurer, together with 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. J. Willett, Captain 
W. G. Wragg. 

Mr. G. H. Livesey was co-opted to the Sub- 
committee. 

Members of the Sub-committee inspected 
the building and discussed several plans for 
providing further accommodation. Further 
consideration of the matter was deferred to 
the next meeting. 

Meeting of April 5th. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

The question of providing additional 
accommodation was further discussed, and 
the Secretary was instructed to make 
enquiries with a view to obtaining suitable 
additional accommodation in the adjoining 
building, No. 9. 

It was resolved to recommend “that the 
estimate of H. C. Murcott and Sons for the 
renovation of the oil paintings of Fleming, 
FitzWygram and Carlisle, including clean- 
ing, removing old varnish, revarnishing, 
cleaning and regilding frames, at a_ total 
cost of £30 10s. be accepted and the work 
put in hand.” 

It was further resolved “ That the neces- 
sary touching-up of the Fleming portrait be 
entrusted to Mr. Dorofield Hardy.” 

The Secretary submitted a report signed by 
Professor Craig, Messrs. J. Dodd, P. F. Dolan, and 
A. A. Donnelly recommending that a reasonable 
fee for the amount of work to be done by the 
Local Secretary in Dublin in connection with the 
examinations would be 24 guineas per annum. 

The report was adopted. 

The Treasurer submitted his financial state- 
ment for the quarter, shqwing a balance in hand 
of £135 3s. 10d. in addition to £104 10s. 9d. on 
deposit, and liabilities amounting to £200 8s. 5d. 

The Treasurer’s statement was approved and 
he was ordered to pay the liabilities shown, to- 
gether with cheques for current expenditure. 

The Secretary submitted two cases of members 
in arrears with Annual Fees, and Was instructed 
to take County Court proceedings in one case, the 
consideration of the other case being deferred for 
the time being. A medical certificate was sub- 
mitted in a third case showing that the member 
was partially incapacitated, and it was resolved 
that payment of the fee be excused on com- 
passionate grounds. 

It was resolved that a grant of £100 be made 
to the Library Fund for the ensuing year. 

It was resolved (a) “ That the salary of Mr. 
G. C. Jordan, Correspondence Clerk, be increased 
by the sum of 5s. per week as from April 3rd, 
1933”; (b) “ That the salary of Mr. W. C. Scott, 
Junior Clerk, be increased by the sum of 2s. 6d. 
per week as from April 3rd, 1933.” 
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The Secretary reported that, with the consent 
of the President and Treasurer, he had obtained 
particulars of a superannuation scheme for the 
staff of the College which he submitted for the 
consideration of the Committee. The scheme 
would provide that the premium for an endow- 
ment insurance payable at age 65 or previous 
death, with profits, would be paid in the pro- 
portion of two-thirds by the Council and one- 


third by the employee. 


It was resolved to recommend “ That a super- 
annuation scheme similar to the one outlined be 
adopted and that the details be referred to a Sub- 
Committee to consist of the President, Chairman, 
and Treasurer, together with Major Dunkin, with 
power to take the necessary action.” 

The draft Annual Report relating to the work 
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
during the past year was submitted and, with the 
omission of two sentences, was approved. ; 

The Secretary was authorised to obtain_esti- 
mates for enamel repairs to the President’s Badge 
and to submit the same to the next meeting of 
the Committee. 

Mr. HuGues seconded the motion. 

Mr. WiLLetTt: With regard to the report of 
the House Sub-Committee, I think it was dis- 
cussed—I am not clear whether any decision 
was come to—that, while the pictures were down 
and being renovated, something should be done 
to the walls. There are a few blisters which 
will have to be attended to, and the staircase 
is very black and blistered. I think it is four 
years since anything was done. I do not know 
if any decision was taken to report that item 
to the Council, but I think that work should be 
carried out before the paintings are put back. 

The PreEsIDENT: That is quite correct; the 
Secretary was instructed to obtain estimates. 

The report was adopted. 


Examination Committee, 


Professor MACQUEEN presented the following 
report of meetings of the Examination Com- 
mittee, and moved that it be received and 
adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read, 
and signed as correct. 

REPORTS OF SuB-COMMITTEES. ' 


(a) Bye-law 77.—The following report of the 
Sub-committee on Bye-law 77 was read and 


adopted : — 
Professor Macqueen was appointed to the 
chair. 
The Secretary read the reference as 
follows :— 


“(a) That a Sub-committee be appointed 
to consider whether any, and if so what, 
alteration is required to Bye-law 77. 


“ (b) That the Sub-committee consist of the 
President, the Chairman, Dr. Bradley, Pro- 
fessor Craig, Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. 
Holroyd, Mr. Livesey, Dr. Share Jones, and 
Major Spreull.” 

Sanesations for the amendment of Bye-law 
77 were submitted by Mr. Holroyd, and after 
discussion it was resolved to recommend— 


(a) That Bye-law 77 be amended to read 
as follows:— 
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“The marks to be used by the examiners 
in the record of examinations shall be indi- 
cated by numbers. One hundred marks shall 
be the maximum, 50 being allotted to the 
written section and 50 to the oral and practi- 
cal section, in each subject. 

“Students must present themselves for 
examination in all the subjects of the 
examination group, and those obtaining not 
less than 45 per cent. of the maximum 
number of marks in each subject of the 
examination group shall qualify for a Pass. 
Students obtaining Pass marks in all but 
one of the subjects of an examination group 
may be exempted from further examination 
in the subject or subjects in which they have 
passed, and be allowed to proceed to the 
next year’s course of study conditionally 
on their passing in the referred subject at a 
subsequent examination prior to presenting 
themselves for examination in the next year’s 
examination group. 

“Students obtaining not less than 60 per 
cent. of the maximum number of marks in 
each subject shall be awarded Second-class 
Honours, and those obtaining not less than 
75 per cent. of the maximum number of 
marks in each subject shall be awarded First- 
class Honours. No Honours shall be awarded 
unless the requisite number of marks is 
obtained in each and every subject of the 
year’s examination group at one and the same 
examination.” 

(b) That the further consideration of 
amendments to this Bye-law be deferred for 
twelve months. 


(b) D.T.V.M. and H.—The following reports of 
the Sub-committee on the Diploma in Tropical 
Veterinary Medicine and Hygiene were read and 
adopted :— 

Professor Macqueen was appointed to the 
chair. 

In the absence of Professor Macqueen the 
President occupied the chair. 

Suggestions for Bye-laws governing the 
award of the D.T.V.M. and H. were submitted 
and discussed. It was resolved “ That the 
consideration of the matter be deferred, and 
that members of the Sub-committee be 
requested to submit to the Secretary one 
month before the next quarterly meeting 
detailed suggestions for the consideration of 
the Sub-committee. 


Meeting of April 6th. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

A draft D.T.V.M. and H. syllabus drawn up 
by Professor Gaiger was submitted, together 
with that previously drawn up by the Presi- 
dent. After discussion, it was resolved: 
“That the two syllabuses be referred to a 
minor Sub-committee consisting of the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Sheather, Professor Gaiger, and 
Colonel Walker for examination and report.” 

The following educational certificates were 
approved: Nos. 4165-4174, 4176-4188. 

An application was received from candidate 
No. 4052, for permission to sit at the examination 
in July after an attendance »f only two terms at 
the first year’s course. It was resolved not to 
accede to the application, nor to an application 
received from candidate No. 4189, for the recogni- 
tion of certificates not included in the list of 
recognised certificates in genersl education. 

It was resolved to grant exemption under the 
provisions of Bye-law 62 in cases: Nos. 4175, 
4190, 4191. 
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An application was received, but not acceded 
to, from a member for recognition of the final- 
year course for the B.V.Sc. of the University of 
Liverpool as equivalent to the course for the 
D.V.S.M. specified in Bye-law 106. 

An application was received from Mr. J. B. 
Caffrey, M.R.C.v.s., for the recognition of his 
services as Assistant Veterinary Officer under the 
Dublin Corporation as satisfying the provisions 
of Bye-law 106 (3). The Secretary was instructed 
io state that if the necessary certificate is satis- 
factory the application will be acceded to. 

An application, received from Mr. J. Nicolson, 
for permission to sit for re-examination for the 
D.V.S.M. after a further attendance of three weeks 
at an affiliated Veterinary College, was acceded to. 

The Secretary submitted evidence shewing that 
the McGill Junior Matriculation Examination was 
accepted by the Headmasters’ Conference as 
equivalent to the University Matriculation 
Examinations held in this country, and it was 
resolved: “ That the McGill University Junior 
Certificate be recognised as qualifying a candi- 
date for admission “to the Veterinary Course.” 

Applications for appointment as examiners 
were received and considered, and recommenda- 
tions for election were submitted in confidence. 

The President and Chairman, together with the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, and the 
Treasurer, were appointed a Sub-committee to 
decide upon a suitable fee for the preparation of 
specimens, etc., for the Practical Examinations. 

It was resolved to recommend: ‘“ That the 
Chairman’s Committee be appointed the Special 
Committee under the proposed new Bye-law for 
the election of Fellows.” 

A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College stating that, in 
accordance with the constitution of the College, 
the Council was entitled to appoint a member of 
the profession as a representative on the govern- 
ing body. It was resolved to recommend: “ That 
Major A. Douglas, of Ayr, be nominated to repre- 
sent the profession on the governing body of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College.” 

A communication received from Captain J. C. 
Coleman, with regard to the provision in the 
syllabus for instruction and examination on the 
Intradermal Tuberculin Test was read, but it was 
decided that no further action was necessary. 

The draft Annual Report relating to the work 
of the Examination Committee during the past 
year was considered and approved. 

The President and Chairman were instructed 
to prepare a suitable panel of reserve examiners 
for submission to the Committee for considera- 
tion at its next meeting. 


Major RABAGLIATI seconded the motion. 
The Presipent: If you wish, at this stage 


you can adopt the report with the exception of. 


that part which Professor Macqueen mentioned 
in confidence, which will be dealt with at a 
later stage. 

Professor GAIGER: I suggest that we adopt 
that procedure, because there may be something 
to be said about the names when we come to 
them, 

On the motion of Mr. Livesey, seconded by 
Professor GaicErR, the Council went into Com- 
iittee to discuss the section of the report com- 
municated in confidence to the Council. 

The session of the Council having been re- 
sumed, Professor MACQUEEN moved the adoption 


of the report, subject to the amendments made 
in Committee. 

Major DUNKIN seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 


‘Registration Committee. 


The Secretary read the first wane of the 
Registration Committee, as follows 


The minutes of the previous vanadliaias having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

CASES. 

N. 44 “ Canine and Feline Specialist ” ; ‘“‘ Canine 
and Feline Surgery.” The Solicitor reported that 
the offence in this case had been discontinued. 

N. 70 “ Veterinary Practitioner.” The Solicitor 
reported that he had not yet been able to obtain 
an undertaking in this case, which was therefore 
ordered to stand over to the next meeting. 

N. 73 “Canine Specialist.” The Solicitor 
reported that he had not succeeded in oe 
an undertaking in this case, and the case wa 
struck out. 

N. 74. Correspondence was submitted in this 
case, and it was resolved that no further action 
be taken. 

N. 78. Member’s name and qualification on 
horse shoer’s signboard. The Secretary sub- 
mitted correspondence in this case and was 
instructed to write to the member concerned 
requiring a satisfactory undertaking. 

N. 81. Use of deceased father’s name and 
titles. The Solicitor reported that he had not 
succeeded in obtaining an undertaking in this 
case and that the offence was now out of time. 
The case was therefore struck out. 

N. 83 “Canine Specialist”; ‘“ Canine Sana- 
torium.” The Solicitor submitted an undertaking 
in this case, which was accepted. 

The Secretary submitted correspondence in 
regard to a case where a final year student had 
acted as Locum Tenens for a member, and had 
signed a post-mortem certificate. The Secretary 
was instructed to inform the member concerned 
of the rule that a locum tenens for a qualified 
person must himself be qualified—see following 
resolution of Council : “ That students should nol 
be employed to act as locum tenens and should in 
any case be warned not to sign certificates.” 


Other correspondence was submitted and the 
replies of the Secretary were approved. 

The PreEstpENT: I put this report to you for 
acceptance and adoption, 

Professor WHITEHOUSE: With regard to the 
last resolution, in Many cases it is necessary to 
employ a student or to leave the place vacant, 
and I am wondering whether the Wording with 
regard to a locum tenens need be quite so un- 
compromising. 

Mr. Witvtettr: I do not think it was intended 
to prevent a final year student acting as a locum 
tenens, but the feeling of the Committee was 
that they should never be empowered to sign 
certificates, even for their principal. 

The Secretary: I think that the Council, or 
Committee of the Council, has expressed the 
view that a locum tenens to a qualified person 
must himself be qualified. 

The PRESIDENT: T think we must adhere to the 
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legal interpretation of the expression and frame 
our wording accordingly, 

Sir Joun M‘FapyeAN: I do not think these are 
the exact words used in the discussion, but I 
think they are the best possible—* that a locum 
tenens to a qualified veterinary surgeon must 
himself be qualified.” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : Does not it mean that 
you have to find a new word to describe a fifth- 
year student who wssists a man who has to 
leave his practice for a short time’ 

The Secretary: It would be well, perhaps, 
to Iake the decision read: ** The Secretary was 
instructed to inform the member concerned of 
the rule that a locum tenens to a qualified veteri- 
hairy surgeon must himself be qualified.” 

The report, so amended, was adopted. 

The Secrerary then read the second report 
of the Committee, as follows :— 


Meeting of April 6th. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


REPORTS OF SUB-COMMITTEES. 

(a) Sign Boards.—The report of the Sub- -com- 
mittee submitted to the Council at its previous 
meeting was re-considered, and it was resolved: 
“That the proposed circular to the profession 
with regard to the use of sign boards, after a 
verbal amendment, be approved.” 

(b) Tuberculin Testing——The following report 
of the Sub-committce on Tuberculin Testing was 
read and adopted : 

In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. J. 
Holroyd was appointed to the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

A reply was received from the Birmingham 
Corporation to the letter addressed to them 
by the Secretary on the instructions of the 
Council at its previous meeting. It was 
resolved that no further action be taken. 

The Secretary submilted replies received 
from whole-time Veterinary Officers employed 
by County Councils, with regard to tuber- 
culin testing, which showed that there was 
at present no scheme in operation in Counties 
for the tuberculin testing of cattle for the 
purpose of supplying milk into Counties. 

Information was supplied as to the work 
of testing cattle under the Milk (Special 
Seskanediaen Order, but after consideration 
it was decided to take no action. 


CASES AGAINST MEMBERS. 

2462a. Motor Car offences. The Secretary 
submitted two reports from the Superintendent 
of Police showing that this member had on two 
separate occasions within two months been con- 
victed and fined for motor car offences. 

The Secretary was instructed to address a 
letter of warning to this member. 

2466. Advertising. The Secretary submitted 
an undertaking from this member together with 
a copy of a letter he had addressed to him, which 
was approved. 

2501. Advertising. A letter was received 
from this member to the effect that he had now 
been able to arrange that the recommendation of 
the Committee passed at its previous meeting 
should be carried out. 

2504. Alleged covering. A satisfactory ex- 
planation was received in this case. 
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2505. Alleged advertising. An _ explanation 
was submitted which was considered satisfactory. 

2506. Alleged advertising. It was resolved 
that there was no case. my 

2507. Alleged covering. A communication 
was received from this member in explanation 
of his relations with a Canine Welfare Society, 
which was accepted as completely satisfactory. 

2508. Advertising. A satisfactory explana- 
was received in this case. 

A report of a special Sub-committee of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association with 
regard to unqualified practice was submitted and 


considered. 

It was resolved that no action be taken. 

Further correspondence was submitted in 
reference to the Liverpool Free Treatment 
Scheme, but it was resolved that no further action 
on the part of the Council was necessary. 

The Secretary submitted correspondence and 
was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 

The draft Annual Report with regard to the 
work of the Registration Committee during the 
past year was submitted and approved. 


The PRESIDENT: IT move the adoption of this 
report. 

Major ABson seconded the motion. 

Professor SHARE-JONES: I think it should be 
on reeord that a letter was received from the 
Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool University con- 
firming the statement made with regard to the 
attitude of the University towards the project 
to erect a hospital in Liverpool by the R.S.P.C.A. 
1 refer to this because I regard it, and it was 
regarded in Liverpool, as a matter of the first 
importance both to this College, which has a 
responsibility for students, and to the Univer- 
sity. I think reference should be made in the 
report to this letter and to the fact that it 
confirms a statement that was made by the 
epplicants on the one side of this question. It 
should be made known that the University was 
fully alive to the importance of the project and 
to the way in which it might possibly affect the 
resources available for the students at Liver- 
pool, and that right at the outset it took official 
objection to the project. I make this statement 
publicly for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you move that both letters 
be mentioned in the report? 

Professor SHARE-JONES: At the last meeting, 
in order to clear up a mis-statement, I moved 
that we ask the Vice-Chancellor for a_ state- 
ment on that one point. Objection was taken 
to that, to my surprise, by a colleague on the 
Council, and it was turned down. Since then, 
however, a letter has been received from the 
Vice-Chancellor, which was read yesterday, con- 
firming that and clearing up the point that the 
University objected from the beginning officially. 

The PRESIDENT: IT presume your desire is that 
this report shall be amplified by the inclusion 
of reference to a letter received from the Vice- 
Chancellor. Is that seconded? 

The Secretary: The report reads: ‘‘ Liverpool 
free treatment scheme. Further correspondence 
was submitted in reference to this matter, but 
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it was resolved that no further action on the 
part of the Council was  necessary.”’ Dr. 
Share-Jones proposes that instead of saying 
* further correspondence ” we should specify 
that two letters were received, one of which 
Was from the Vice-Chancellor of the Liverpool 
University, and summarise the contents. 

The proposition was not seconded, and the 
report, as presented, was adopted. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


Mr. WiLLetr read the following report of a 
ineeting of the Parliamentary Committee, held 
on April 6th, and moved that it be received and 
adopted :— 

In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Willett, 
Vice-chairman, took the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


PARLIAMENTARY BILLS. 


(a) Coal Mines (Protection of Animals) Bill. 
The Secretary stated that he had nothing further 
to report in regard to this Bill. 

(b) Pharmacy and Poisons Bill.—The Secretary 
submitted a summary of the provisions of this 
Bill, and it was resolved: “ That representations 
be made to the Home Office pressing for the 
appointment of a representative of the veterinary 
profession on the proposed Poisons Board.” 

(c) Union of South Africa Veterinary Act.—The 
Secretary submitted a copy of the Union of South 
Africa Veterinary Act passed into law February, 
1933. 

PARLIAMENTARY AGENTS.—-A letter was received 
from the Secretary of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, stating that the Association 
agreed to share the cost incurred by the appoint- 
ment of Parliamentary Agents to examine and 
report on all bills submitted to Parliament. It 
was resolved: “ That the thanks of the Council 
be accorded to the National Veterinary Medical 
Association for their co-operation in this matter.” 

REPORT OF THE REORGANISATION COMMISSION 
FoR Mitk.—The Report of the Re-organisation 
Commission for Milk was submitted, together 
with a letter from the Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association conveying the 
decision of the Council of the N.V.M.A. to the 
effect that the Parliamentary Committee should 
join with the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Association to form a joint Committee for the 
consideration of the Report. It was resolved: 


(a) “That a Sub-committee of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee be appointed to join with 
a Sub-committee of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of the N.V.M.A. to consider the Report of 
the Reorganisation Commission for Milk, and to 
report to this Committee in due course.” 


(b) “ That the Sub-committee consist of the 
President, Colonel Britthebank, Mr. Hughes, Mr. 
Male, Sir John M’Fadyean, Dr. Share Jones, and 
Captain R. Simpson.” 

The dr aft Annual Report referring to the work 
of the Parliamentary Committee during the past 


vear was submitted and approved. 

Colonel WALKER seconded the motion. 

Mr. Wittettr: Nothing is said as to when the 
two sub-committees should meet. I do not know 
if it is to be left to them to make their own 


arrangements. It seems to me this is a matter 
of urgency, and L call attention to the fact that 
no time is specified, 

The PRESIDENT: It was left to the Secretary 
to arrange the meeting 

The report was adopted, 


Library and Publication Committee. 

Mr. Livesey read the following report of 
ineeting of the Library and Publication Com- 
Inittee, held on April 7th, and moved that it be 
received and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATE MENT. 
The Librarian submitted his report and financial 
statement for the past quarter, shewing that 222 
volumes had been sent out on loan, including 83 
text-books and 139 periodicals. Among the 
institutions borrowing books special mention was 
made of loans to the National Central Library, 
The London School of Hygiene, and the Medical 
Research Council. Forty visitors had used the 
Library during the quarter. The financial state- 
ment shewed an expenditure of £53 9s., and a 
balance in hand of ¢18 8s. 5d. The Librarian 
also submitted list of the periodicals received 
in the Library, showing the amount of the sub- 
scription and the cost of binding, the total annual 
cost being about £105. It was resolved: “That the 
Librarian’s report be approved and that the list 
of periodicals be submitted to a small Sub-com- 
mittee consisting of the President, Chairman, and 
Dr. Sheather, for consideration and report.” 

PRESENTATIONS..—The Librarian submitted a 
list of presentations to the Library during the 
quarter, including 18 volumes of modern medical 
and veterinary works from Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, one 
volume from the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, four volumes’ from _ Professor 
Macqueen, and a number of volumes and periodi- 
cals from Sir Frederick Hobday, together with 
Annual Reports, calendars, pamphlets and re- 
prints. 

It was resolved: ‘“ That the thanks of the 
Council be addressed to Mr. Tutt, the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, Professor 
Macqueen, Sir Frederick Hobday, and other 
donors for their gifts.” 

The Librarian submitted a list of books and 
periodicals for purchase, and it was resolved: 
“That the matter be referred to the Library Sub- 
Committee for consideration and report.” 

Consideration of the question of making a 
public appeal for funds was deferred until next 
vear. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
Defence Society expressing the thanks of the 
Society to the Council for assistance given during 
the past vear, particularly with reference to the 
space given for advertisement in the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Honorary Secretary of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund also expressed the 
thanks of the Council of that Fund for the free 
advertisement published in the Register. 

The draft Annual Report was considered, and 
with a few verbal amendments recommended to 
the Council for issue to the profession. 


Major ABson seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 





ars Pag - —— PS ee = ee c ee. 7 


iit tOTe ASF 


456 No. 19. VoL. xin. 





APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL SECRETARY, 
DUBLIN 
The Presipent: The next business is the 
appointment of a Local Secretary in Dublin. If 
you will remember, this was postponed from 
the previous meeting. I should like to move 
that we appoint Mr. Doyle as our Local Secre- 
tary in Dublin for the July examination. There 
will be a reappointment from October onwards ; 
this is only for the July period. 
Professor Craic seconded the motion, which 
wus carried. 
Election of Examiners 
Professor WOOLDRIDGE : I propose the list sub- 
mitted by the Examination Committee, as 
amended in Committee of Council, be adopted, 
and that the gentlemen referred to be duly 
elected Examiners to the College. 
Professor SHARE-JONES seconded and the 
motion was carried. 
The List of Examiners appointed is as 
follows :— 
MEMBERSHIP DIPLOMA 
First YEAR | 
Chemistry.— 
G. D. Lander, p.sc. 
J. E. Mackenzie, bD.SC., PH.D. | 
Biology.— 
G. Lapage, M.SC., M.B., CH.B. 
R. S. MacDougall, M.A.., D.SC., F.R.S.E., LL.D. 
Animal Husbandry.— 
W. C. Miller, M.R.c.v.s. 
J. R. Rides, M.R.C.v.s. 


SECOND YEAR 





Anatomy.— 

H. G. Bowes, F.R.C.V.S. 

E. S. Shave, F.R.C.V.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
Histology and Physiology.— 

D. T. Barry, M.D., D.SC., D.P.H., F.R.C.S. 

F. W. Lamb, M.p., D.P.H. 
Stable Management and Shoeing.— 

J. R. Rider, M.R.c.v.s. 

W. C. Miller, M.R.c.v.s. / 


THIRD YEAR 





Pathology.— 

T. J. Bosworth, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

H. B. Maitland, M.p., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
Materia Medica.— 

H.’ B. Collet, B.v.sc., M.R.C.Vv.S. 

W. J. Ironside, M.R.C.Vv.S., M.P.S. 
Hygiene.— 

Colonel A. G. Todd, M.n.c.v.s. 

William Woods, F.R.C.v.s. 


FourtTH YEAR 
Medicine.— 
F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.Vv.S. 
S. J. Motton, F.R.C.Vv.S., M.R.SAN.I. 
Surgery.— 
R. J. Hickes, F.R.C.v.s. 
Majcr A. A. Pryer, M.R.C.V.S. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





May 13, 1933. 


DIPLOMA, VETERINARY STATE MEDICINE 


Group I 
T. J. Bosworth, B.sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 


Group II 


J. McAllan, M.A., B.SC., M.R:C.V.S. 
J. N. Ritchie, B.sc., M-R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M. 


FELLOWSHIP DIPLOMA 


Andrews, W. H., D.SC., M.R.C.V.S. 

Bosworth, T. J., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Brown, John, F.R.C.Vv.S. 

Browne, Professor T. G., M.R.C.V.S. 

Clough, G. W., p.sc. 

DeVine, W. J. B., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Dilling, W. J., M.B., CH.B. 

Doyle, T. M., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Grahame, T., F.R.C.V.S. 

Harvey, F. T., F.R.C.v.s. 

Howie, G., Junr., F.R.C.V.S. 

Imrie, D., M.R.C.V.S. 

Jowett, W., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

Lamb, F. W., M.D., D.P.H. 

Lander, G. D., v.sc. 

Lindsay, Professor J., M.D. 

McAllan, J., M.A., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S. 

McCunn, Professor J.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Macdonald, J. S., M.A., F.R.S. 

MacDougall, Professor R. S., M.A., D.SC., 
F.R.S.E. 

Matheson, Professor D. C., F.R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M. 

Minett, F. C., p.sc., M.R.C.V.S. 

Mitchell, Prof. W. M., M.B., CH.B., B.SC., 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Motton, S. J., F.R.c.V.S., M.R.SAN.IL 

O’Connor, Prof. J. J., M.R.c.Vv.s. 

Pillers, A. W. Noel, F.R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M. 

Pool, W. A., M.R.C.V.S. 

Pugh, L. P., B.sc., F.R.C.Vv.s. 

Reid, H. A., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

Reynolds, E. Brayley, M.R.c.v.s. 

Shave, Prof. E. S., F.R.c.Vv.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

Smythe, A. R., F.R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M. 

Torrance, H. L., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Villar, S., F.R.C.Vv.S. 

Woods, W., F.R.C.V.S. 


Notice of Motion 
Mr. Hotroyp: At the next meeting of the 


Council, I shall propose that Bye-law 77 be 
altered in the manner recommended by the 


Examination Committee. 


Other Business 


The Secretary: We have to fix the date of 
the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize exami- 
nation. The end of September is usually a con- 
venient date for students who have passed in 
July, and I would suggest Monday and Tuesday, 
September 25th and 26th. The intention. I 
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think, is that those who have qualified as mem- 
bers of the College and are eligible to compete 
for the prize should have some little time after 
July to make special preparation for the Jubilee 
Memorial and Bursary Prize examination, and 
that gives them a certain time in which to 
prepare, The result of the examination is then 
known before the Quarterly Meeting of the 
Council in October, 

The PreEsIDENT: Do you agree to those dates? 

The Council agreed. 

This concluded the business of the Quarterly 


Meeting. 
* * * * * 


SPECIAL MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 


A Special Meeting of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on Friday, 
April 7th, 1933, immediately the business of the 
Quarterly Meeting of Council was concluded. 
Professor J, B. Buxton, President, occupied the 
chair, and the same members were present as 
at the Quarterly Meeting. 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting, 
which had been circulated, were taken as read 


and signed as correct. 

The PrEsIDENT: The first business before us 
is to consider and, if so decided, to adopt the 
following Bye-laws to govern the election of 
Fellows :— 

(1) The election of Members of not less than 
20 years’ standing to be Fellows of the College 
shall take place only after the name of_ the 
Member proposed to be elected shall have been 
submitted to a Special Committee appointed for 
the purpose, and the recommendation of the 
Special Committee shall require the approval of 
two-thirds of the Members of Council present at 
the meeting called for the purpose of making the 
election. 

(2) The fee payable on election to the Fellow- 
ship shall be ten guineas. 

(3) The Diploma to be conferred on Fellows 
so elected shall be signed by the President, two 
Vice-Presidents, and the Registrar, and shall be 
in the following form:— 


“ WuereEAS by the Charter granted to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons by 
His Majesty King George the Fifth, in the 
twenty-third year of his reign, power is 
granted to the Council to elect in any one 
year not more than two Members of not 
less than 20 years’ standing to be Fellows of 
the said Royal College on account of their 
special eminence in Veterinary Science, 

Know ALL MEN by these presents that the 
Council of the said Royal College has this 
day duly elected in recogni- 
tion of his eminent services to Veterinary 
Science, to be a 
FELLOW OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS.” 


Date. Signed 
President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Registrar. 


This is really a formal matter, proceeded the 
President, inasmuch as the Bye-laws are based 
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entirely upon the provisions of the Charter, It 
is simply a matter of form for us to adopt these 
to-day, and therefore I should like to move from 
the chair that we adopt the Bye-laws set out 
under item 2 on the agenda. 

Professor GAIGER: In that connection, are we 
bound to charge the fee mentioned there? 

The Presipenr: That point was raised when 
last we considered the matter, and it was 
pointed out that under the Charter we have no 
option but to do so. 

Mr. Livesey seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

The PresipENT: We have now to take the 
various items set out under item 8 of the agenda. 
These alterations are practically all consequen- 
tial. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE : May I ask when these 
Bye-laws come into effect? I am thinking 
mainly of the proposed alteration to Bye-law 78, 
with regard to extra-mural clinical instruction. 
Is that to apply to the present candidates under- 
going the four years’ course, or is it to be intro- 
duced in connection with those undergoing the 
live years’ course? It is a matter of some 
importance. 

The PresipDENT: The five years’ course, 

Professor SHARE-JONES: I take it they simply 
put in proper phraseology what we decided at 
the last meeting. 

The PreEsipENT: That is so. It is a purely 
formal matter to-day. 

Professor SHARE-JONES moved that the follow- 
ing alterations in and additions to the Bye-laws 
be made: 

Bye-law 1.—Omit the word “ President” and 
insert in lieu thereof “ Registrar.” 

Bye-law 8.—-Omit the second sentence. 

Bye-law 9.—Alter to read: “ The report of the 
scrutineers shall be read at the Annual General 
Meeting of the College next ensuing, and the 
President shall thereupon announce the names of 
those members who have been elected.” “ If the 
number of nominations received does not exceed 
the number of vacancies on the Council, a ballot 
shall not be necessary, but the President or, in 
his absence the Chairman, at the Annual General 
Meeting shall formally declare the election of the 
members nominated.” 

Bye-law 28.—Amend to read: “He shall be 
entitled to attend all meetings of Committees and 
Sub-committees, but except in respect of Com- 
mittees and Sub-committees on which he has been 
elected as a member, his office shall not confer 
on him the right to vote.” 


Bye-law 37.—-Substitute “other than routine 
business ” for “ requiring immediate attention.” 


Bye-law 39.—Insert the word “ confidential ” 
before “ document” in line one, and omit “ (other 
than books belonging to the Library)” in lines 
two and three. 

Bye-laws 41-44.—Omit. 

Bye-law 47.—-Add “ and in the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act, 1920, Section 2, and the Veterinary 
Surgeons (Irish Free State Agreement) Act, 1931.” 

Bye-law 49.—Alter to read as follows: “ The 
Registrar shall be responsible for the publication 
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once a year of the Register of Veterinary Sur- 
geons and for the sale of copies thereof on pay- 
ment of such sum as the Council may direct, and 
account to the Council for all sums so received.” 

Bye-law 50.—Add after “1900” in line four: 
“and Section 3 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
1920, and under the Veterinary Surgeons (Irish 
Free State Agreement) Act, 1931.” 

Bye-laws 60, 61, 62 (part of (3)), 63 and 64 
have been replaced by new Bye-laws numbered 
60 and 61. 

Bye-laws 74-75.—Place these after Bye-law 78. 

Bye-law 78.—Add to this Bye-law: 

Extra Mural Clinical Instruction. 

(1) Before presenting himself for the Final Ex- 
amination each candidate must produce a certifi- 
cate or certificates from one or more members 
of a panel of Extra Mural teachers approved by 
the authorities of the school he has attended 
showing that subsequent to passing the first 
examination he has (a) satisfactorily attended 
cases of disease and/or accident and has had 
experience in general practice among the larger 
farm animals for a period of not less than Six 
months; (b) attended six cases of parturition in 
the larger farm animals. 

(2) Each candidate will be required to keep 
records of cases seen during the aforesaid period 
of six months and to produce case-books attested 
by the Extra Mural teacher, to the authorities of 
his college and to the examiners of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons if and when re- 
quired to do so. 

Bye-laws 84-90.—Place these after Bye-law 66. 

After Bye-law 90.—Insert new Bye-law as fol- 
lows: “Internal Examiners.—At each affiliated 
college the Principal Teacher of each subject of 
cxamination may, on the nomination of the 
authorities of the School, be appointed as third 
or internal examiner for the examination in that 
subject of students educated at that school. The 
internal examiner shall not set the written ques- 
tions, and shall be entitled to no fee, but in other 
respects his position shall be equal with that of 
the External Examiners, provided that he has 
taken his full part in the examination.” 

Bye-law 93.—Omit in line two the words “ The 
Royal College” and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “ Veterinary Surgeons,” 

Bye-law 96.—Omit. 

Bye-law 97.—First paragraph to read as fol- 
lows: “The Diploma of Membership: shall be 
stamped with the Seal of the College and signed 
by the President or one of the Vice- Presidents 
and two members of the Council, and counter- 
signed by the Registrar, and shall be in tbe 
following form,” etc. 


Professor GAIGER seconded the motion. 


Ma ™ DunkIN: With regard to Bye-laws 74 
and 75, I think their logical position would be 
after “the schedule of examinations in Bye- 
law 76; that is to say, between Bye-laws 76 and 
77. 

Colonel WALKER: I have the same idea. 

The Secretary: The order of the Bye-laws is, 
of course, not a matter of principle but of con- 
venience. This particular change is not an 
alteration of Bye-laws, and the order can be 
rearranged by instruction to the Secretary. 

The motion was then put and carried unani- 
mously, 

The Presipent: The next business is to fix 
the date of the confirmatory meeting. 





The SECRETARY: It must be a date on which 
Wwe Can be sure of getting a quorum, and it must 
be held between Monday, April 17th, which is 
Easter Monday, and Thursday, April 20th, 

The Council decided the confirmatory meeting 
should be held on Wednesday, April 19th, at 
2.30 p.m, 

The proceedings then terminated. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held at the 
College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
on Wednesday, April 19th, 1933, when there 
were present: Professor J. B. Buxton (Presi- 
dent) in the chair, Captain J, C. Coleman, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Messrs. R, Hughes, G. H, Livesey, 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Pro- 
fessor J, Macqueen, Mr, G, P. Male, Dr. A. Leslie 
Sheather, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson and 
Professor G. H, Wooldridge. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Major Abson, Dr, Bradley, Colonel Brittlebank, 
Mr. Dodd, Professor Gaiger, Mr, Holroyd, Major 
Rabagliati, Captain Simpson, Major Spreull 
and Colonel Walker. 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting 
were taken as read and signed as correct. 

On the motion of the PReEsIDENT, it was 
resolved “ That the additions and alterations to 
Bye-laws passed at the Special Meeting of 
Council held on April 7th, 1933, be confirmed.” 

The Common Seal of the ¢ ‘ollege was ordered 
tu be aflixed to the Bye-laws as amended, 


A further meeting of the Council was held on 
the same date, when the same members were 
in attendance, 

The minutes of the meeting of Council held on 
July 1st, 19382, having been printed and circu- 
lated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

CHAIRMEN’S CoMMITTEE.—The following report 
of a meeting of the Chairmen’s Committee held 
on April 19th, 1983, was read and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

Fellowship.—It was resolved “‘ That the 
name of Sir John M‘Fadyean be submitted 
to the Council for election as Fellow of the 
College under the provisions of the new 
Bye-laws.”’ 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Diploma would 
be conferred on Sir John M‘Fadyean at the 
Annual General Meeting to be held on June 7th, 
1933. 








Velich (Prague) reports observing a billy goat 
that secreted an abundance of milk. This billy 
goat was regularly used for breeding and had 
sired some hundreds of kids. The composition of 
the billy goat’s milk was similar to that of a she- 
goat. This billy goat produced as much as 750 c.c. 
of milk daily. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Report 
CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY 


A meeting of the above Society was held at 10, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on Wednesday, April 5th. 

The President (Captain R. J. Stow) occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. P. Argyle, Mr. W. Brown, Captain L. S. 
Balls, Captain R. E. C. Bullen, Mr. H. E. Bywater, 
Major C. Davenport, Major W. Denington, Messrs. 
K. Everett, C. Formston, and 5S. Gourley, 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. Greenfield, Dr. Tom Hare, 
Messrs. J. W. H. Holmes, H. D. Jones, M. G. Jordan, 
Herbert King, H. C. P. King, Major Hamilton Kirk, 
Lieut.-Colonel G. P. Knott, Miss B. L. Lock, Pro- 
fessor James Macqueen, Dr. J. McCunn, Mr. H. G. 
McShane, Major-General Sir John Moore, Major 
G. E. Oxspring, Messrs. W. Perryman, C. R. A. 
Powell, Chas. Roberts, R. Scott, Miss K. W. 
Shedlock, Major R. H. Stalker, Miss M. Stewart, 
Mr. M. J. Torres, Captain W. K. Townson, Mr. 
J. Willett, Mr. R. A. Willett, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge and Captain J. F. Macdonald (Hon. 
Secretary), with Miss Morice as a visitor. 

The minutes of the March meeting, having been 
published in the Record, were taken as read and 
were confirmed and signed. 

Correspondence.—(1) Apologies for absence 
from Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Captain J. Motton, Dr. 
A. L. Sheather, Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Mr. 
Mark Tailby, and Captain T. L. Wright. 

(2) From the N.V.M.A., of even date, informing 
the Society that the Council of the parent body 
had given sympathetic consideration to the follow- 
ing resolution forwarded by the Division: “ That 
in cases of alleged cruelty a veterinary surgeon 
should be called to examine the animal before 
the person concerned is charged ’”’—but that, after 
discussion, it was resolved to refer the resolution 
back, with the request that it should be re-pre- 
sented in a more specific form. 

The Hon. Secretary said that he was present at 
the meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., at which the 
resolution was discussed, and he gathered that the 
feeling was that the resolution was somewhat too 
wide. In reply to Mr. Perryman, who questioned 
the value of presenting a resolution on such a 
subject to the “ National,” he said that the idea of 
sending a resolution was to stop, 
trifling cases of cruelty being taken tc the Police 
Court. It was thought that the “ National ” might 
make representations to the proper quarter (the 
Home Office) that if the animal could be examined 
before the charge was brought, that would do 
away with many of those cases which should 
never come before the Court at all. He _ there- 
fore proposed that the resolution should be re- 
worded for re-presentation to Council, N.V.M.A., 
in the following terms: “ That in cases of the 





working of horses in an alleged unfit state, a 
veterinary surgeon should be called to examine 
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the animal before’ the concerned is 
charged.” 

The proposition, having been duly seconded, 
was carried nem. con, 

(3) From Captain R. Simpson, of Carlisle, trans- 
mitting a copy of this year’s arrangements in con- 
nection with the competition for the golf trophy 
presented by Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. Simpson, 
in aid of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
These arrangements, which have been published 
in the Record, were detailed to the meeting. 

(4) From Captain G. Dunlop Martin, suggesting 
that the Summer Meeting of the Society should be 
held at Chelmsford, where Mr. McShane and his 
partner were prepared to arrange for a visit to 
Lord Rayleigh’s Farms, and a tuberculin test 
demonstration. Moreover, the Fellows would be 
welcomed at the Marconi Wireless Factory, where 
a beginning was being made of the manufacture 
of diathermy apparatus. 

On the proposition of Dr. McCunn, seconded 
by Colonel GREENFIELD, it was agreed to request 
the Council to arrange for a Summer Meeting at 
Chelmsford on the lines laid down in Captain 
Dunlop Martin’s letter. 

(5) From Mr. H. E. Bywater, relative to his 
attendance as the Society’s delegate, at this year’s 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. The 
Secretary was instructed as to the reply to be 
sent, 

(6) From the National Horse Association of 
Great Britain, enclosing Report of the Council 
to the Annual General Meeting of Members. 

The Hon. Secretary gave an outline of this 
report (to which reference has been made in the 
Record) and commented that the N.H.A. appeared 
to be keeping a keen watch on everything that 
affected the welfare of the horse and that of the 
horse-owner. 


person 


VETERINARY INSPECTION SERVICE 


That concluded the correspondence, observed 
the Hon. Secretary, in response to an enquiry, 
from Dr. Tom Hare, as to whether any com- 
munication had been received from the N.V.M.A. 
with regard to the report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk. | 

In view of that reply, proceeded Dr. Hare, and 
the further information from the Hon. Secretary 
that the report of the Commission .had not been 
under consideration by the Council of that 
Society, he desired permission to move _ the 
adjournment of business in order to draw alten- 
tion to certain features of the Commission’s 
report. 

The meeting having signified assent, Dr. HARE 
continued by saying that the report of the Re- 
organisation Commission for Milk, published 
recently by the Ministry of Agriculture, at the 
price of sixpence, was a document which should 
receive the earnest consideration of all members 
of the profession. 
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He desired to draw attention to one of the 
Commission’s recommendations, viz.: “ We are 
of opinion that the appointment of a whole-time 
Chief Veterinary Surgeon by the Council of each 
County and County Borough is the irreducible 
minimum. We hope that such an appointment 
will be considered by the great majority of the 
Councils as the first step only in the setting-up 
of a whole-time veterinary service. For the 
efficient operation of the Milk and Dairies Order, 
the Tuberculosis Order, and the Milk (Speciai 
Designations) Order, we are convinced that a 
whole-time service is essential, as and when the 
supply of qualified veterinary officers is equal 
to it.” 

That recommendation, proceeded Dr. Hare, was 
preceded by a survey of the present mode of 
administering those Orders throughout England 
and Wales, both in Boroughs and Counties; also 
by an inadequate review of the number of whole- 
time and part-time veterinary surgeons taking 
part in the inspection under those Orders. 

He wished to emphasise that this report very 
largely dealt with the economics of the milk 
industry, viz., marketing, and the administrative 
organisation of the production, distribution and 
manufacture of milk and its products. It was 
interesting to observe that the Commissioners 
fully acknowledged the sources of the evidence 
put before them, and upon which they had been 
able to base their recommendations to the Minister; 
the evidence was given by representatives of the 
producers, distributors, and manufacturers. He 
noted with surprise that the Report contained no 
acknowledgment of evidence having’ been 
received from accredited representatives of the 
veterinary profession. Furthermore, he had 
failed by private enquiry from the _ proper 
sources, to find any evidence that any accredited 
representative of the veterinary profession had 
been consulted |a MempBer: “ Professor Buxton ”’ | 
and yet very sweeping recommendations affecting 
the veterinary profession had been made. 

The Commission’s recommendations might be 
considered from several different points of view, 
but a premiss must be established for fruitful dis- 
cussion. Though he might be wrong, the premiss 
which, in his view, should form the basis of 
discussion was as follows—-that the foundation 
upon which the care and maintenance of the 
health of animals in this country was built, was 
private veterinary practice, and, consequently, 
this service of the private veterinary practitioner 
must be made secure for the benefit of the nation. 
(Hear, hear.) If this premiss was adopted— 
and he thought it was a legitimate and sound 
premiss to put forward —it filled him (Dr. Hare) 
with dismay to recognise that a considerable 
number—and unfortunately the data in the 
Report were inadequate to establish the actual 
figures——of private practitioners would be 
seriously affected by the institution of a whole- 
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lime veterinary inspection service. He thought 
he could state, without prejudice, that it must 
be regarded as most detrimental to the interests 
not only of the profession, but of the country, that 
the legitimate aspirations and remuneration of 
the private practitioner should be so seriously 
prejudiced. 

There was in that report the statement that 
“We have good reason to believe” (he would 
draw attention to the vague and inadequate 
language used by the Commissioners) “ that a 
whole-time veterinary service would prove con- 
siderably cheaper than the present system.” By 
these words, he maintained, the profession was 
held up to barter. Some 200 whole-time veteri- 
nary surgeons, additional to the present whole- 
time establishment, were deemed requisite to 
carry out the recommended = services. Now, 
whence were those 200 coming? Were they to 
come from the ranks of those at present engaged 
in private practice ? If so, practice was going 
to be seriously affected in many country districts. 
Or were new graduates to be enlisted? The 
matter was left “in the air.” He would invite 
his audience to think seriously about that ques- 
lion of numbers. He did not think that they, as 
a profession, could admit that a reduction in the 
number of graduates engaged in _ private 
veterinary practice would be to the advantage of 
the nation. Furthermore, as he had pointed out 
in a letter to a recent issue of the Velerinary 
Record, it was highly improbable that the number 
taken into the whole-time service would be com- 
mensurate with the number of part-time vet- 
erinary inspectors who would be detrimentally 
affected by the new service. The man who stood 
to lose, and the service which stood to lose, was 
the private veterinary practitioner and the part- 
time service, and he viewed that result with pro- 
found dismay. 

It might be put to him that he was approaching 
the question from a narrow sectarian point of 
view; that one’s first consideration should be the 
interests of the country—that the country 
required a safe raw milk, and that the profession 
should be called upon to ensure that the consumer 
did get a safe raw milk. He thought that was 
very good so far as it went, but he would reply 
that they were just as capable of recognising the 
interests of the country as any other public insti- 
tution, including Lord Moynihan. When he saw 
that the other public institution concerned in 
the Report—the milk industry—-put forward 
evidence solely for their own commercial advan- 
tage, he could not help observing that had the 
Commissioners avoided a sectarian and commer- 
cial approach to the problem there would have 
been a very different report. He firmly believed 
that the best interests of the veterinary profes- 
sion in this matter would ultimately prove to be 
the best interests of the nation; in other words, 
that they must have a healthy veterinary pro- 
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fession based on healthy conditions of veterinary 
practice. 

He knew that there would be a number of 
practices detrimentally affected by the operation 
of the Commission’s recommendations—practices 
in which the veterinary surgeon was at present 
a part-time inspector, and in which the remunera- 
tion received for that work made all the difference 
between a legitimately comfortable living and 
a struggle to make ends meet. 

It appeared to be generally accepted that there 
had been some advantage in having a whole-time 
administrative veterinary officer in charge of a 
country or borough. But any expansion of the 
existing whole-time officers into what would 
without doubt ultimately become a nationalised 
Veterinary Service must be firmly resisted. What- 
ever their individual political faiths might be, he 
believed his audience would recognise on deep 
reflection that the nationalisation and rationalisa- 
tion of the veterinary profession would prove 
detrimental to the interests of the nation. He 
interpreted the Commission’s recommendations 
on veterinary service as the largest and most 
definite steps ever taken towards the nationalisa- 
tion of the profession. 


Doubtless there would be a_number_ of 
whole-time officers who would — strenuously 
resist the observations he was _ putting 


forward. He (Dr. Hare) would welcome the 
opportunity of meeting them point by point in 
public debate. At present it was his principal 
concern that members both in town and country 
practices should study the Report and its implica- 
tions, and should show the leaders of the pro- 
fession that the majority of the profession was 
against it. Finally, he urged the rank and file 
of veterinary practitioners and part-time inspec- 
tors to organise and to fight, if necessary, like 
tigers, with tooth and claw. 

The PRESIDENT said he was sure that they 
were all very grateful to Dr. Hare for bringing 
that subject forward. While it was undoubtedly 
of great importance, however, he felt they really 


had not the time, on that occasion, to discuss 
it with the thoroughness which its” gravity 
demanded. He was given to understand that the 


Organising Committee of the N.V.M.A. had_ the 
matter in hand, and would report to ihe Council 
of that body in due course. 

Dr. HARE commented that he had every con- 
fidence in the Council of the “ National,” but he 
had felt it necessary to request that the attention 
of every member of the profession should be 
called to that report, and that Members of Council 
should, in consequence, have some authority for 
whatever decision they might arrive at in 
Council. He thought they must have the profes- 
sion solidly behind them. 


Professor Woo.pRIpGE observed that, as the 


President had said, that matter had not been lost 
sight of by the N.V.M.A., and only the previous 
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day the Council of that body had accepted from 
him a resolution bearing on it, which was some- 
thing on these lines: “ That the N.V.M.A. views 
with alarm the serious effect on the veterinary 
service to the country if the rural districts be- 
come depleted of an adequate supply of practi- 
tioners, as will be inevitable if a substantial 
portion of their earnings are taken away by the 
appointment of a large number of whole-time 
veterinary inspectors.” In putting that resolu- 
tion forward to Council, N.V.M.A., he had in 
mind the fact that if a large amount of the income 
of country practitioners was taken from them, a 
considerable number of them would actually be 
forced to close down. 

After further discussion, it was agreed, on the 
proposition of Mr. J. WiLLert, that in view of the 
information they had that the matter was under 
consideration by the Council of the N.V.M.A., the 
meeting should pass to the next business. 


MORBID SPECIMENS AND CLINICAL CASES 


Captain R. E. C. BuLLen said that he should 
like some Fellow of the Society to give him some 
idea of the pathology of the growth (exhibited) 
which was taken out from two inches beneath 
the ‘skin in the region of the spine of a hunter. 
It was a fibrous band containing a thing like a 
stone, and he should say it was a calcified cyst. 

The PREsIDENT had also, in quest of informa- 
tion, brought a specimen—-the stomach of a 
horse, stating that on Friday, March 3rd, he was 


called in to see this eight-year-old hunter at 
about ten o’clock. The animal had been up to 


the Hunter Show at the Agricultural Hall, and 
had returned about five o'clock that evening. 
The groom who had been with the horse at the 
Show said the animal had been quite normal, 
feeding well, and that the only thing he noticed 
was that it had not been drinking, but neither 
had a number of other horses, and this did not 
alarm him. On the Tuesday at the Show, the 
horse had slipped up and came down a “ broad- 
sider,” just as he came out of the ring. 

On examination, he found the temperature 
101°5° F., the pulse frequent and small, and the 
horse was retching all the time. He examined him 
per rectum, but the only thing he could find was 
a very small, hard, lump of dung. The floating 
colon, colon and bladder were all quite empty. 
He administered an oily drink and a warm 
enema. At four o’clock the horse lay down 
quite quietly, and the attendant left until about 
five. When he returned the animal was dead, 

Post-mortem showed a rupture of the stomach, 
which extended for about ten inches. In_ his 
opinion, the rupture occurred when the horse 
fell on the Tuesday, when only the muscular part 
was ruptured, extension occurring later. The 
extraordinary feature of the case, in his view, 
and assuming that his surmise as to the oecur- 
rence of rupture on the Tuesday was correct, 
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was that the animal exhibited no sign of pain 
beween that day and the Friday night. Another 
point was that the horse drank no water until 
he got home on the Friday, when he had a 
bucket as soon as he entered the stable. 

The Hon. SecrETARY exhibited two specimens. 
One was a portion of the cesophagus of a cat—the 
thoracic portion, which showed what appeared 
to be a tumour growing round it. The symptoms 
were simply those of slight sickness after food— 
mostly just a little white froth with a tinge of 
blood in it. 

The other specimen was the liver from a cat, 
enlargement of the organ having been ascertain- 
able by palpation. It was feeding fairly well, in 
spite of the fact that the liver was obviously full 
of growths of some sort. 

In discussion of the specimens, Captain BALLS 
agreed with the President that in all probability 
the horse mentioned by him ruptured its stomach 
when it fell on the Tuesday, but Colonel 
REES-Moaa expressed dissent, and the PRESIDENT 
commented that a litthke more actual evidence in 
support of opinion would be helpful. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Professor MACQUEEN, to whom appeal was now 
made, said bluntly that nobody knew when 
rupture of the stomach began. One could only 
go by symptoms, and he thought it quite possible, 
in the case recited by the President, that the 
rupture took place when the horse fell and 
extended greatly as time went on. 

Dr. HARE, speaking in reference to Captain 
Macdonald’s case, said the tumour of the lower 
cervical or first thoracic portion of the 
cesophagus of the cat was almost certainly an 
epithelioma. That was a common site, and he 
thought the first case reported in the literature 
was by Mr. Henry Gray. He liked to mention 
that fact, for personally he held Mr. Henry Gray 
in very high regard, in that if they studied the 
literature of the veterinary profession every year 
they would find a surprisingly large number of 
conditions originally described by him, and he 
thought they should recognise’ that fact. 
(Applause.) 

Captain Bullen’s case he believed to be calcified 
sebaceous material in a sebaceous cyst of the 
skin. 

Nomination. thester- 
field, was nominated for election by the Presi- 
dent, seconded by Dr. J. MeCunn. 

Papers.—The following papers were then pre- 
sented and discussed: (a) “‘ Some Remarks on the 
Clinical Aspect of Cysts and Tumours,” by Mr. 
C. Formston; and (b) “ The Examination of Polo 
Ponies,” by Major R. H. Stalker. [These papers 
are reproduced, together with reports of the dis- 
cussions upon them, at the commencement of 
this issue.—Eb., V.R.] 

The PRESIDENT proposed a very hearty vote 
of thanks to the essayists. This was seconded by 
Mr. J. WILLett, and carried unanimously. 
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Obituary._-The Presipenr made reference to 
death of one of the older Fellows of the Society, 
Mr. B. S. Cockerton, of Cambridge Heath, inform- 
ing the meeting that Dr. J. McCunn had repre- 
sented the Society at the interment, a wreath 
being sent on behalf of the Fellows. 

The meeting stood for a few moments in silent 
tribute. 

An acknowledgment of the President’s conduct 
of the proceedings terminated the meeting. 

J. F. MAcbDONALD, Hon. Secretary. 








Enforcement of Restrictive Covenants 
CHANCERY COURT ACTION 


- An action by Mr. George Percy Male, of 
“ Westcroft,” Earley, Reading, against Mr. Richard 
Gregg, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Church Street, 
Basingstoke, to enforce restrictive covenants 
prohibiting the defendant from practising as a 
veterinary surgeon within 15 miles of Reading 
for 15 years, from July 16th, 1932, was heard last 
month before Mr. Justice Maugham, in the Chan- 
cery Division. 

Mr. Gregg contended that the covenants were 
unreasonable and unnecessary for the protection 
of the plaintiff, and that they were contrary to 
public policy. He also pleaded that they were 
void for uncertainty, as “Reading” did not 
sufficiently define the area. 

Mr. Gover, k.c., and Mr. J. A. Reid appeared 
for the plaintiff, and Mr. Spens, xk.c., and Mr. 
Herbert Jacobs for the defendant. 

The action commenced on April 7th, when Mr. 
Gover stated that both parties were veterinary 
surgeons and that Mr. Male carried on a very 
large practice at Reading. In the course of it 
he had to employ three or four highly qualified 
veterinary surgeons as assistants. One of those 
assistants had been the defendant. The action 
was to enforce restrictive covenants precluding 
him in effect from practising within 15 miles of 
the borough for a period of 15 years after leaving 
plaintiff’s service. 

Mr. Male became qualified at the Royal Vet- 
erinary College in 1902. In 1905 he acquired the 
practice of a Mr. Craft, at Reading, and a few 
years later he acquired the goodwill of a very 
much larger and more important practice of 
Messrs. Wheatley and Sons, so that in 1910 he 
was carrying on the combined businesses, which 
had become a very extensive practice. In 
addition to his ordinary practice, Mr. Male held 
many important professional appointments. In 
the course of his service the defendant necessarily 
became very closely in touch with a large number 
of Mr. Male’s clients and the covenants in ques- 
tion were necessary for the protection of plain- 
tiff’s business. 

Several veterinary surgeons from various parts 
of the country were called, and said that these 
restrictive covenants were universal in the pro- 
fession, and varied only as to time and area. In 
the case of qualified assistants they were abso- 
lutely essential for the protection of the employer's 
practice. 

Mr. Gregg, giving evidence, said that when he 
set up in Basingstoke he believed that he was 
within his rights in doing so. 

He was cross-examined as to why he did noi 
go further afield instead of* “sitting on the 
boundary.” 

Mr. Spens submitted that the description “ 15 
miles from Reading ” was too vague to make the 
covenants enforceable. The area should be 
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definitely specified as from the Town Hall or 
the plaintifl’s place of business instead of the 
employee having to make minute calculations 
from an indefinite outline to see where he could 


safely go without conceivably breaking his agree- 
ment. Such covenants were “a trap for litiga- 


tion” and should be deprecated in the interests 
of fair play. 

Counsel was contending that the covenants 
were in restraint of trade, and exceeded anything 
that was justifiable or reasonable, when the hear- 
ing was adjourned. 

When the hearing was resumed, Mr. Spens 
pointed out that the covenants also precluded the 
defendant from ‘“ dealing in horses” within the 
same radius. This, he said, had no_ possible 
bearing on the plaintiff’s business, and could 
not be necessary for his protection, and he sub- 
mitted that the inclusion of these words was in 
itself sufficient to render the restrictions invalid. 

Mr. Justice Maugham said that in his view that 
was the only point in the case. 

Mr. Gover argued that the covenants were 
severable, and that the prohibition with regard 
to dealing in horses could be cut out without 
impairing the main restrictions. 

Mr. Justice Maugham, giving judgment, said 
that the case was dependent upon a number of 


decisions binding upon him. Basingstoke was, 
in fact, within 15 miles of the Town Hall of 


Reading. The only point that arose, except one 
based on a letter from the plaintiff’s solicitors, 
was whether the covenants were void for uncer- 
lainty or illegal as being unnecessary restraints 
of the defendant’s right to practice and contrary 
to public policy. The letter from _ plaintiff's 
solicitors was: “ We have now taken our client’s 
instructions and he desires us to say that as 
Basingstoke is just outside the 15 miles he has 
no legal objection to Mr. Gregg practising there, 
provided he does not attend cases within the 15 
miles limit.” 

In his lordship’s opinion that was no consent 
at all. There was a misapprehension as to the 
distance, but it gave away nothing. He also held 
that “ Reading” meant the borough of Reading 
and that there was no ambiguity whatever as to 
what it meant. On the evidence he could see 
no reason for coming to the conclusion that the 
area of 15 miles was greater than was reasonably 
necessary at the date of ihe agreement for the 
protection of the plaintiff. The most serious part 


of the case was whether the words “ dealing in 
horses ”’—this forming no part of the plaintiff's 


business—did not make the whole of the coven- 
ants bad. Unless those words could be struck 
oul on the doctrine of severability the covenants 
would be unenforceable. 

Having referred to numerous decisions on the 
point, his lordship held that the words could be 
regarded as being struck out, leaving a valid and 
enforceable covenant. He granted an injunction 

restraining the defendant from practising as a 
valuaare surgeon within the radius during the 
specified time, but suspended its operation for 
three months to enable him to remove and set 
up elsewhere. 

The defendant was ordered to pay the costs 
of the action. 





Butter-fat vields are more important than milk 
vields in the pedigrees of dairy Shorthorn bulls 
exported to South Africa; but South African 


breeders often have great difficulty in getting the 
— -fat records of the dams of bulls offered 
1em. 
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In Parliament 

The following questions and answers were 

recorded in the House of Commons recently: 
Musk Rats 

Sir NicHoLAs GRATTAN-DOYLE asked the Minister 
of Agriculture, in view of the danger caused by 
the rapid increase in the number of musk rats in 
various parts of the country, what immediate 
steps are being taken for the elimination of this 
pest; and what expenditure is being incurred by 
his Department with that purpose in view ? 

Major Exuior: In the principal infested area, 
comprising Shropshire and parts of other coun- 
ties immediately adjoining, 28 men are engaged 
in searching and trapping under a skilled super- 


visor. In West Sussex, which is the only other 
area at present known to be heavily infested, 
seven men are similarly engaged. Isolated 
reports of the presence of musk rats in other 


places are being followed up immediately, and 
trappers sent where necessary. The cost of the 
operations for the first three months of this year 
was approximately £1,650, of which about £250 
represented non-recurrent expenditure. 

Sir N. GrRatTTaAN-DoyLe: Is my right hon. and 
gallant Friend aware of the rapidity with which 
these rodents increase and multiply ? Is he 
aware that less than 20 years ago, in Bavaria, 
four of them escaped, and now it is estimated that 
there are over 100,000,000 of them in the country; 
and is he satisfied that sufficient precautions are 
being taken to deal with the menace in this 
country ? 

Major Exuior: [ could not, of course, say that 
sufficient precautions have been taken to deal 
with the menace, but certainly precautions of a 


very drastic kind have been taken, and any 
further action would require vastly increased 
expenditure. 


Earl Winterton: Is my right hon. and gallant 
Friend aware of the great disquiet that is felt in 
the places where they have recently appeared, 
such as West Sussex and Surrey ; and, in view 
of the great damage to public and private pro- 
perty that is being done in other countries, will 
he report to the House within a short time 
whether the steps at present being taken are 
efficacious or not ? 

Major Exniot: I shall be glad to report at an 
early date if my right hon. Friend will put down 
a question. 

Earl WINTERTON: My right hon. and gallant 
Friend states that musk rats have been found in 
West Sussex, but is he aware that they have been 
found in Surrey within the last ten days ? 


Major Exuior: IT should like notice of that 
question. 

Mr. McEnree: Has the right hon. and gallant 
Gentleman any record of the number of rats 


actually trapped by the trappers, and how much 
a rat costs to trap ? 

Major Exnuior: IT have the numbers here. In 
the Shropshire area, in the last four weeks, 77, 60, 
17 and 15 have been trapped, and in West Sussex 
16, 14, 23 and 16. 


RICHMOND PARK (HorRSE RIDING REGULATION) 

Colonel Criirron Brown asked the First Com- 
missioner of Works on how many days during 
the last six months the new regulation prohibiting 
riding in Richmond Park after 10 a.m. has been 
put into operation; and whether the present state 
of the turf in the park is better than it was before 
the regulations were introduced? 
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The First COMMISSIONER OF Works (Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore): The park has been closed to 
riders on_ six occasions only in the last six 
months. I am glad to say that, owing to the 
better observance of the regulations as to gallop- 
ing and riding on worn tracks, as well as to the 
weather conditions during the winter, the state 
of the turf is much better than at this time last 
year, in spite of the increase in the number of 
riders. I am much indebted to the riders for co- 
operating so helpfully in thus securing an 
improvement in the appearance of the park, 





Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


e * * * * 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


May 15th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 


May 24th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and Annual 
Reports issued, 


May 26th.—Meeting of the Southern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Win- 
chester. 


May 3ist.—R.C.V.S. Council Election: last 
date for receipt of Voting 
Papers. 


June 7th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting, 
12 noon. 


June 7th.—Annual General Meeting of Vic- 
toria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


June 8th.—D.V.S.M. Examination begins. 

June 9th—R.A.V.C. Annual Dinner, Hotel 
Victoria. 

June 12th.—D.V.S.M. Oral Examination, , 


June 30th.—Final date for payment of Annual 
Fees to R.C.V.S. 


July  5Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings 
begin. 


July 6th.—Meeting of Council R.C.V.S. for 
election of President and other 
Officers. 


July 7th—R.C.V.S. 
Council. 


Quarterly Meeting of 


July 10th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examination 
begins. 


Sept. 18th-23rd.—N.V.M.A. Congress, Llandudno. 


Sept. 25th-26th.—R.C.V.S. Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize Examination. 


R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION, JUNE 7th, 1933. 

The following gentlemen have been nominated 
to fill the eight vacancies on the Council, the 
seven names first printed being those of members 
already serving and who are eligible for re- 
election :— 


Major G. W. Dunkin, London, 
Sir F. T. G. Hobday, London. 
Professor J. Macqueen, London. 


Mr. W. Nairn, Blairgowie. 


Major D. S. Rabagliati, Wakefield. 
Colonel P. J. Simpson, Maidenhead. 


Captain R. Simpson, Carlisle. 


Mr. R. E. Glover, Cambridge. 
Major A. B. Mattinson, Bamber Bridge. 
Captain W. K. Townson, Peterborough. 


Voting papers will be issued on ag | 24th, and 
must be returned on or before May 3ist. 
* * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Dixon, Joseph. Stella Holme House, Blaydon- 
on-Tyne, Co. Durham. Graduated Edinburgh, 
December 21st, 1898. Died May 8th, 1933, aged 
57 years. 

* * % * % 
THe Late Mason HuGu McVEAN 


In reference to the late Major Hugh McVean, 
M.R.C.V.S., Craigellachie, whose death was re- 
corded in our last issue, a correspondent writes 
of him that he was one of the most esteemed 
members of the Veterinary Profession in the 
North, and a most enthusiastic supporter of the 
North of Scotland Division, N.V.M.A. 

In recording the interment, the Aberdeen Press 
and Journal states that the whole valley of Spey- 
side paid a last tribute to Major McVean’s 
memory and that business was suspended for a 
brief period in Aberlour as the funeral passed 
along the High Street. 

In addition to Mr. Hugh McVean, Craigellachie 
(son), the veterinary representatives present in- 
cluded Messrs. G. Howie, Aberdeen; R. M. 
Davidson, Banflshire; James Anderson = and 
William Anderson, Keith; Major Logan, Inver- 
ness; W. Marshall, Huntly; A. Macfarlane, Aber- 
chirder; J. B. Russell and George Moir, Aberdeen. 

Among the floral tributes was a wreath sent by 
the North of Scotland Division, N.V.M.A. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVIC 5 


LONDON GAZETTE—-WAR OFFICE—TERRITORIAL 
ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
Apr. 29th.—Major T. Bagshaw, 1.pD., having 
attained the age limit, retires and retains_ his 
rank, with permission to wear the prescribed 
uniform (April 29th). 
TERRITORIAL ARMY 


May 5th. —Captain W. Tweed resigns his com- 
mission (April Ist). 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 


It was announced at the last meeting of the 
Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England that Lord Stradbroke, who was Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture 
in 1928-29, would be the president of the Society 
when the Society’s show visits Ipswich from 
July 3rd to 7th, 1934. 

Replying to an inquiry passed on by the Society 
on behalf of the York Association of Shorthorn 
Breeders, the Ministry of Agriculture expressed 
the opinion that the imposition of more stringent 
regulations against Canadian cattle could not be 
justified on the ground of disease. 
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AT R.S.P.C.A. 
DISPENSARIES 

We have received the annual reports of a 
number of R.S.P.C.A. Dispensaries, for the treat- 
ment of the sick animals of poor persons, at which 
veterinary surgeons are in attendance, and note 
with much satisfaction that one and all reveal 
progressive activity and afford evidence that the 
professionally-staffed dispensary is meeting a real 
public need. 

A highly successful first year of endeavour was 
experienced by the Dispensaries at Barnes, 
Putney, and Walworth, and by that established by 
the Animal Rescue League, in the City Road, the 
numbers of animals treated reaching surprising 
proportions for newly-instituted ventures. After 
14 months’ work the Animal War Memorial Dis- 
pensary at Kilburn, which boasts a _ resident 
veterinarian and particularly fine premises, is 
able to report that over 7,000 animals and birds 
have received attention. Other institutions of 
longer standing, such as the Medway Towns’ Dis- 
pensary, and “Sister Mabel’s” Dispensary, at 
Camberwell Green, continue efficiently to render 
the humane service of supplying qualified atten- 
tion to animals which, otherwise, either would 
have remained untreated, or would have been 
subjected to the unskilled ministrations of the 
** quack.” 

* * * * * 


VETERINARY INSPECTION—DORSET 

The Dorset Agricultural Committee, at a recent 
meeting at Dorchester, received a report on the 
cost of appointing full-time veterinary officers to 
inspect cattle for disease, and especially for 
tuberculosis. 

The Diseases of Animals Committee was in- 
structed at the last meeting to go into the subject, 
and also to consider the desirability of continu- 
ing inspection at Dorchester, Wimborne, Stur- 
minster, Newton, and Bridport markets under the 
Swine Fever Orders., The Committee’s report 
stated that in 1927 the number of animals slaugh- 
tered was 312, and the compensation paid £1,089. 
The returns decreased each year to 159 cattle 
slaughtered and £597 paid in compensation in 
1931, but last year there was an increase to 229 
cattle slaughtered and £694 paid in compensation. 

The number of cattle killed since 1926 was 
shown as 1,664, and the compensation as £5,795. 
The cost of veterinary inspectors’ fees in those 
years was £4,790 under the Tuberculosis Order, 
1925, and £1,862 for services in respect of other 
diseases. 

The cost of inspecting the four markets men- 
tioned above was shown as between £100 and 
£125 a year. 

Details were presented of costs in other coun- 
ties, and it was said that the number of cows in 
Dorset which would require to be inspected was 
in the neighbourhood of 80,000, and if the cost 
was 1s. a cow for two inspections each year the 
expenditure would be £4,000. This would pro- 
vide for the salaries and expenses of at least four 
whole-time veterinary officers, and for additional 
clerical staff and cost of administration. 

A Committee of the Council of Agriculture for 
England was quoted as having said that the 
maximum advance in tackling disease among 
animals had been made in_ counties where 
periodical inspection of dairy herds was con- 
ducted by whole-time veterinary officers. 

The meeting was recommended by its Sub- 
committee (a) to continue inspections at the four 
markets mentioned, and (b) further to consider 
the appointment of whole-time veterinary officers 
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at the next meeting, when more information may 
be available regarding the milk marketing 
scheme. 

Mr. J. Trehane pointed out that the Milk Com- 
mittee estimated that a whole-time inspector 
would be required for 10,000 cows. That would 
mean the appointment of eight men in Dorset. If 
the three visits to each farm were to be surprise 
visits they would have to be made during milk- 
ing time, because it would not be feasible for a 
— to bring in cows which had just been turned 
out. 

The Director of Agriculture (Mr. T. R. Ferris) 
said that the estimate for Dorset was based on 
Yorkshire’s experience, where two inspections 
were being made. 

Mr. J. J. Kettle expressed regret that the 
matter was being put off. As a member of the 
Health Commiftee, he knew the need of purging 
cows from tuberculosis. 

Another member expressed agreement with this 
view, but referred to the possibility of the insti- 
tution of a State service, the cost of which would 
not fall so heavily on the county. He could not 
imagine the County Council authorising a heavy 
increase in expenditure. 

The Committee’s views were endorsed. 


VETERINARY INSPECTION—CO. DUBLIN 
“A new and reorganised scheme of veterinary 
inspection will come into operation early next 
month in Co. Dublin,” says the Jrish Independent 
of April 27th. “ For the purposes of the scheme 
the Dublin Board of Public Health will appoint 
a chief veterinary inspector and four part-time 
veterinary inspectors. Under the old scheme 
Dublin County was divided into three areas, and 
three inspectors looked after the work.” 
ad . * * * 


UNINSPECTED MEAT : CONCERN AT CARDIFF 

Arising out of the suggestion to the Markets’ 
Committee by the Cardiff Health Committee, that 
a qualified meat inspector be appointed for 
Canton abattoir in place of the present manager, 
who could be transferred to the Roath Market, 
where the whole-time city veterinary surgeon 
has his headquarters, the statement was made 
that hundreds of carcasses of meat came into 
Cardiff shops every week without being inspected 
because the slaughtering had taken place in out- 
side areas where the local authority did not 
employ a veterinary inspector for meat inspection, 
says the Western Mail, of May 3rd. 

‘A member said that authorities such as Cardiff, 
which had veterinary surgeons in their employ, 
should make representations to the Ministry that 
their efforts were being undermined by authori- 
ties not progressive enough to ensure proper meat 
and milk inspection within their areas. 

It was agreed that the medical officer of health 
be asked to make a special report on the point, 
and, it was further decided to appoint a qualified 
meat inspector for the Canton Market who would 
also act as manager. 

o * ea 

The euntcinieiien of milk distribution in 
Glasgow is urged by the veterinary surgeon of 
the city, Mr. A. M. Trotter, in a report which he 
has prepared for submission to the Corporation. 
On consideration of the report by a sub-com- 
mittee of the Public Health Department, the pro- 
posal by a Socialist member that municipalisation 
should be recommended was defeated. The sub- 
committee resolved to advise instead that a con- 
ference of representatives of the existing 
organisation of milk supply should be promoted 
to consider the views put forward by Mr. Trotter. 
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Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself 
his correspondents, 


* * * 


responsible for the opinions of 


HODGKIN’S DISEASE IN THE DOG 
To THE EpITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
Sir,—Strictly speaking, this condition should 
be spoken of as the hyperplasia of Leukemia, 
so-called 
The de- 


which is the correct name for the 
Clinical Hodgkin’s Disease of the Dog. 
tail of my case was exactly 


similar 


to Mr. 


Bowen’s observations; with one exception, viz., a 


gradual failure of eyesight. 
associated with a secondary 


This was doubtless 
angemia 


which 


becomes very profound in advanced stages of the 


disease. 


In my case the cervical 


lymph 


glands 


were the only ones palpably enlarged in the 


living subject. 
Post-mortem.—The 
enlarged owing to 


immediately the abdominal 


opened. 


spleen was 
the hyperplasia’ of 
leukemia ; in fact, the spleen was _ visible 


In considering the above case 


there appears to be only 


ently Mr. Bowen’s case was not an 


one, otherwise’ blindness 
manifest. 


grossly 


cavity was 


during life, 
one condition with 
which it could be confused, viz., Localised Septic 
Lymphadeniltis. This condition, however, would 
not account for the blindness. Again, neoplasms 
of the thyroid would not cause confusion. Appar- 
advanced 


would have 


Yours faithfully, 


15, New Bridge Street, 
Manchester. 
May 7th. 1933. 


become 


J. FF. JOHNSON. 








“* SALARY UNIMPORTANT ” 

To THE EpITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—The above phrase, occurring in a 
“wanted ” advertisement from a lady veterinary 
surgeon in the current number of the Veterinary 
Record, calls, | feel, for some comment. Let it 
not be thought that such comment implies any 
reflection on the ability of lady veterinary 
surgeons. No; rather is it an admission that 
their standard of work is, at any rate, com- 
parable, in so far as they are concerned with 
small animals, for no veterinary surgeon would 
employ a cheap assistant, unless he were getting 
service equivalent to that from a more highly 
paid one. 

But it should be borne in mind that the vast 
majority of veterinary surgeons require to make 
a living from their practice or salary—that their 
salary is important. It is probable that a higher 
proportion of lady veterinary surgeons than of 
male veterinary surgeons are in a posilion lo 
treat their profession as an unremunerative hobby. 
Hence, to take advantage of the fact that a living- 
wage may be a non-essential to some, seems to 
me a most unfair method of forwarding one’s 
claims in the employment market. 

Yours faithfully 
PAUL CROSFIELD. 
Chipping Norton, 
Oxon. 
May 7th, 1933. 








The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
receipt of the following: — 

Communications from Dr. H. H. Curson (South 
Africa), and Mr. C. Weighton (New Zealand). 

Report from the Chief Veterinary Officer, 
British Somaliland, E 

Report of a meeting of the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division N.V.M.A., from Mr. C. E. Perry, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1927 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 























Foot- | 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Parasitic | Sheep Swine 
' Disease. | Mange. Scab. Fever. 
| Animals | Out- | 
slaugh- | breaks 
Out- Out- tered as | reported Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals| breaks diseased | by the| Animals} breaks breaks  slaugh- 
con- attacked. | con- or ex- || Local | attacked.) con- con- | tered. 
firmed. | firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. | 
infection. } ties. 
No. | No. No. No. No. No. No. No. | No. 
Period 16th to 30th April, 1933 13) Cd]: — — 5 11 — 116 69 
Corresponding period in 
oe ae ae 21 | 25 2 160 6=C|l 6 8 100 59 
1931 oe eee ee 38 | 40 a am ae 7 16 97 | 57 
1930 a See ae 24 | 28 — — | 8 is jf 3 117 48 
Total Ist January to 30th | | 
April, 1933 a: | ae 130 | 150 54 | 5,161 | 80 151 || 179 429 194 
Corresponding period in | 
ies eon 163 | 210 3 227 65 115 | 117 722 331 
1931 208 | 222 5 515 | 70 120 154 525 215 
1930 170 181 _— —_ 118 181 234 ~+| #884 | 349 








